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Abstract

The media plays a pivotal role in shaping public perception and understanding of the events. In the
context of religious crises, media framing becomes particularly significant. This study presents a
comparative analysis of media framing of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC). The main
objective was to analyze how the media in Ethiopia framed the church’s’ Schism from a comparative
perspective. Two private-owned media outlets, ESAT Televisionand OMN Television, were
purposefully selected to examine their use of frames in reporting the dispute between the EOC and
a breakaway group of archbishops who formed a separate synod in the Oromia region. The study
analyzed 54 news stories (27 from ESAT and 27 from OMN) posted between January 22, 2023,
and February 16,2023. Framing theoryand agenda setting were employedas the
theoretical framework, and a qualitative content analysis approach was used to address the

research objective. The findings indicate that both media outlets used various framing techniques, but



with distinct differences. ESAT predominantly employed a conflict frame, censorship, human interest
frame while OMN used Solidarity, attribution of responsibility, cultural frame. ESAT also
used attribution of responsibility as the second dominant frame, whereas OMN used it as the
third dominant frame. Censorship frame was the fifth dominant frame in ESAT's coverage, and policy
frame the fourthin OMN's. Additionally, ESAT utilized Conflict between religious factions and
security forces Frame as the third dominant frame, which was absent in OMN's reporting. The study
also found that the two media outlets relied on different sources of information in their news reports.
ESAT primarily used direct quotes from the Holy Synod and government office notices, while OMN
largely sourced information from the alleged “new synod” spokesperson and Oromo scholars and

experts.

Keywords: Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis, Media Framing, lllegal formation of new
synod, ESAT, OMN.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Study

In recent times, representations of issues by media outlets are one of the most discused
motifs in the field of journalism and mass communication. Representations in the media
have a veritably strong influence on how societies formulate their knowledge, stations,
stands, and practices. Media content can influence the public's perception of issues by
highlighting certain topics, framing them in a particular way, and reinforcing certain
beliefs or attitudes. For instance, media outlets can shape public opinion by focusing on
specific aspects of a story, using particular language, and presenting certain perspectives
over others. This can lead to a skewed understanding of the issue, which can have

significant implications for policy and decision-making (McQuail, 2010).
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The part media play in conflict minimizing and promoting peace is called peace
journalism. Peace journalism is when editors and journalists make choices about what to
report and how to report it that produce openings for society at large to consider and to
value non-violent responses to conflict (Lynch, 2007). This approach involves presenting
multiple perspectives, highlighting the human cost of conflict, and focusing on the root
causes of the conflict rather than just the conflict itself. By doing so, peace journalism aims
to promote a more nuanced understanding of the conflict and encourage more constructive

dialogue and resolution.

The role of intelligencers and media is at times not humble in reporting conflict and
framing the controversial aspects of social, profitable, and political issues. This can lead to
a biased representation of the issue, which can further polarize public opinion and hinder
the ability to find a peaceful resolution. Therefore, it is crucial to understand how media
representations influence public perception and to develop strategies for more balanced
and constructive reporting. This can involve training journalists in peace journalism
techniques, promoting diverse perspectives, and encouraging transparency in reporting
practices. By doing so, we can work towards a more informed and peaceful society where
media plays a positive role in shaping public opinion and promoting constructive dialogue
(Couldry and Markham, 2007).

The media’s influence on public perception is multifaceted and far-reaching. It can shape
public opinion by framing narratives, setting agendas, and presenting information in a way
that resonates with the audience. The media's power to frame narratives is particularly
significant, as it can create heroes and villains, incite fear or provide comfort, and
influence how people perceive and respond to events (Kauve, 2023). The media's role in
shaping public perception is not limited to traditional news outlets but also extends to
social media platforms, which have become powerful channels for information

dissemination and opinion formation (American University, 2023).

Media coverage can have a ripple effect, influencing not just public perception but also
policy and funding. Positive media coverage can lead to increased support and resources

for initiatives, while negative coverage can have the opposite effect. Public safety agencies
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must, therefore, engage with the media strategically, ensuring that their initiatives and
successes are well-represented. This involves building strong relationships with media
outlets, investing in media training and preparedness, and leveraging social media
platforms to communicate directly with the public (Kauve, 2023). By understanding and
leveraging the media's influence, public safety agencies can enhance their effectiveness,

build public trust, and ultimately, ensure a safer society.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church has been a central institution in Ethiopian society for
centuries, with a rich history and deep artistic significance (Mesfin, 2019). In recent times,
the church has faced a number of internal and external challenges, including leadership
controversies, allegations of corruption, and pressures with the government. These issues
came to a head in 2023, leading to a Schism within the church that captured the attention of

the Ethiopian public and the transnational community.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

Framing, as defined by Entman (1993), plays a crucial role in shaping public perceptions
and understanding of complex issues by highlighting certain aspects while downplaying
others. This is particularly evident in the media's coverage of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox
Church (EOC) crisis. During the initial reporting of the crisis, one media outlet portrayed
the emergence of a new group of archbishops declaring themselves as a new synod as
legal, "Bishops were appointed according to the law and regulations of the church’
(OMN, 22, 2023) while another labeled it as illegal "His Holiness made a statement this
morning regarding the illegal formation of new synod "Committee Bishops" (ESAT,
January 22, 2023). This divergence in framing raises questions about the underlying
motivations and biases that may influence how media outlets present and interpret the

unfolding events of the EOC crisis.



Media freedom and diversity in Ethiopia face challenges from legal, political, and
economic factors. This study focuses on analyzing how the Oromia Media Network
(OMN) and Ethiopian Satellite Television (ESAT) present the EOC crisis and its impact on
public perception. ESAT, a significant influencer in Ethiopia, can shape opinions, as noted
in a previous study (Abebe, T. 2019), while OMN, a key outlet for the Oromo community,
also holds sway over its audience, influencing their views on current events (Temesgen,
2024). Comparing these media outlets’ approaches highlights the importance of
understanding how they frame and interpret the same crisis to grasp the broader

implications on public understanding.

Numerous studies conducted on media framing of religious crises, exploring diverse
perspectives. These investigations analyze how framing impacts perceptions, attitudes, and

decision-making.

Pauline, 2009 conducted entitled <’The Influence of Media Coverage of Religious Crises in
Nigeria: A Case Study of the Mohammed Cartoon Riots’’ Key Finding: Explores the role
of media in covering religious conflicts in Nigeria, highlighting the divergent opinions

from both Christians and Muslims on the impact of media reports on religious crises.

Leila, 2020 study "Understanding News Coverage of Religious-based Violence: Empirical
and Theoretical Insights from Media Representations of Boko Haram in Nigeria"
highlights the impact of religion, particularly Islam, on public perception through Nigerian
media's portrayal of Boko Haram. The research illuminates how media framing influences
societal tensions and conflict resolution, offering valuable insights into understanding news

representations of religious-based violence, specifically the Boko Haram crisis.

Matthias, 2017 "Religious Conflicts on the Rise in Africa" Matthias's 2017 study highlights
the growing religious conflicts in sub-Saharan Africa, pinpointing the intertwined
religious, ethnic, and political factors fueling these tensions, with the main goal of
dissecting the prevalence and roots of religious conflicts in Africa, particularly in sub-
Saharan countries, emphasizing their susceptibility to such strife, providing valuable
insights into the complex dynamics driving religious conflicts and offering a crucial

understanding of the challenges facing this region.
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These studies suggest that media framing plays a significant role in shaping public
perception and societal tensions during religious crises in Nigeria and sub-Saharan Africa,
with the portrayal of religious groups, particularly Islam, having a notable impact. The
research highlights how media coverage can diverge between Christian and Muslim
communities, and emphasizes the need to understand the complex interplay of religious,
ethnic, and political factors fueling conflicts in the region. These findings underscore the
importance of responsible and nuanced media reporting in mitigating religious tensions

and promoting conflict resolution

While the studies offer valuable insights into religious conflicts, they have limitations like
focusing on specific regions and lacking comparative analysis among various media
outlets. Despite these constraints, the research findings shed light on the intricate dynamics

fueling religious tensions in Nigeria and sub-Saharan Africa.

Therefore, more local studies are needed to provide a comprehensive and nuanced picture
of media framing. Additionally, there are no published studies directly related to the 2023
EOC , which is known to the researcher. This underscores the need for further research.

This study aimed to fill this gap in the literature and offer a fresh perspective on the
phenomenon by conducting a comparative analysis of the media framing of the 2023 EOC
crisis news by OMN and ESAT. The study aspires to shed light on the implications of

media coverage on public understanding and potential outcomes of the crisis.

1.30bjectives of the Study

The study would have both general and specific Objectives.

1.3.1 General Objective

The general objective of the study is to analyze in comparative perspective how OMN and
ESAT broadcasting media framed the 2023 EOC in their news stories.

1.3.2 Specific Objectives

The following are the specific objectives of the study:
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1. To examine how OMN and ESAT portrayed the 2023 EOC Schism.
2. To explore the dominant frame used by two media outlets.

3. To identify the sources of information OMN and ESAT used to cover the Schism.

1.4 Research Questions

In the consideration of the above objectives, the study seeks to provide answers for the

following major research questions:
1. How did OMN and ESAT portray the 2023 EOC church Schism?

2. What were the dominant frames used by the two media outlets in their news on the

Schism?

3. What sources of information did OMN and ESAT use in the 2023 EOC crisis news

stories they report?

1.5 Significance of the Study

The significance of the study on the comparative analysis of media framing of the 2023
EOC crisis is multifaceted. Firstly, it fills a crucial gap in academic literature by examine
into media framing and public opinion within the Ethiopian context, an area where direct
studies are lacking. This research adds valuable insights into how media narratives
influence public perceptions, particularly in a region marked by religious disputes like

Ethiopia.

Secondly, the study sheds light on the pivotal role of the media in religious crisis and
disputes in Ethiopia. By focusing on how OMN and ESAT cover the crisis, it offers a
unique perspective on how media outlets can either exacerbate tensions or contribute to
conflict resolution. Understanding these dynamics is essential for comprehending the

impact of media framing on peace building efforts in a complex societal landscape.
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Lastly, the research holds significance in unraveling the influence of media framing on
social cohesion and intergroup relations. Analyzing how OMN and ESAT present the crisis
provides a window into how media narratives can either heighten societal divisions or
foster unity. By exploring these aspects, the study offers valuable insights into the power of

media in shaping perceptions and influencing social dynamics within Ethiopian society.

1.6 Scope of the Study

Conceptually, the scope would limit to only the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis,
whereas media outlets limited on the OMN and ESAT news story. The timeframe to select
the stories would be bounded from January 22 2023 up to February 16 2023, when three
bishops led by Abune Sawiros formed a rival synod in Oromia and Southern Nations,

Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region.

The units of analysis would be limited to news stories including headline only. Because
news stories are good to gain the information reach source and proper representative of
samples. Therefore, the study did not include any assessment on interview, photographs,

and other contents of selected media outlet.

1.7 Limitation of the Study

Since, the study would be limited on the coverage of reporting the 2023 Ethiopian
Orthodox Church Crisis by The OMN and ESAT broadcasting media (TV), it would be
better to include how other media are emphasis the reporting of the 2023 Ethiopian
Orthodox Church Crisis but the current study did not include such, because of this, the
research cannot give a representative image of all major media outlets. This would be

considered as short coming of the paper.

1.8 Organization of the Study

The study contains five chapters. The first chapter includes background of the study,
statement of the problem, general and specific objectives of the study, research questions,
and significance of the study, scope of the study, limitation of the study and organization
of the study. The second chapter deals with review of related literature and a theoretical
framework of the study.
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The third chapter discussed methodology of the study including research design,
qualitative content analysis, source of data and data collecting techniques, sampling
techniques, time frame, selection of news and the data analysis method. The fourth chapter
focuses on data analysis, presentation and discussion of the findings. Finally, the fifth
chapter gives conclusion remarks and some recommendations based on the findings of the

study.

1.9 General Terms

Religious crisis Reporting: refers to the coverage of events and issues that involve
religious beliefs, practices, or institutions and have the potential to cause significant
societal disruption or conflict. It encompasses a wide range of topics, including religious
violence, discrimination, persecution, and controversies over religious doctrine or
practices. Religious crisis reporting aims to inform the public about the causes,
consequences, and potential solutions to these crises, while also respecting the religious
beliefs and sensitivities of those involved.

Religious crisis refers to A religious crisis is a significant disagreement or conflict
between religious groups, often rooted in opposing beliefs and values, leading to potential
harm and disruption. It involves a struggle over resources, power, and status, where the
aim is to assert dominance or eliminate rivals

Media framing refers Media framing refers to the way news stories are constructed to
evoke a particular interpretation or reaction from the audience by drawing attention to
certain aspects of a perceived reality while ignoring others. Journalists make conscious
choices about the language, keywords, images, and sources they use to present a story,
which can promote a specific problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation,

and/or treatment recommendation.
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CHAPTER TWO:REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2. INTRODUCTION

2.1. Definition of Media Framing

Media framing refers to the way in which news media select and present information to
shape the way people perceive events, issues, and topics. It involves the selection of certain
aspects of a perceived reality and making them more salient in a communication text, in
such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral
evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation. In essence, media framing influences how

audiences understand and interpret the news (Entman, 1993).

One of the most influential studies on media framing was conducted by (Entman, 1993),
who described framing as "the process of culling a few elements of perceived reality and
assembling a narrative that highlights connections among them to promote a particular
interpretation.” This definition underscores the idea that media framing involves not only

what is included in a news story, but also what is excluded.

Media framing can have significant impacts on public perceptions and attitudes towards

various issues, as well as shaping policy debates and public opinion. Different frames can
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lead to different interpretations of the same issue, and thus can influence public

understanding and support for specific policies or actions (Entman, 2007).

In conclusion, media framing is a powerful tool used by news outlets to shape public
perception and understanding of events and issues. It is important for media consumers to

be aware of framing techniques in order to critically analyze the information they receive.

2.2 Media Framing on Religious Crisis

Media framing plays a pivotal role in shaping public perception and understanding of
religious crises, often influencing how events are interpreted and discussed. One prominent
example is the coverage of conflicts involving religious groups, where media outlets may
frame the narrative in ways that highlight certain aspects while downplaying others. This
selective framing can significantly impact how audiences perceive the causes, participants,
and potential solutions to religious conflicts (Entman, 1993).

In their research, (Entman and Rojecki ,2001) emphasize the importance of media framing
in shaping public opinion, arguing that journalists play a key role in defining issues and
constructing their meanings for the audience. This framing can manifest in various forms,
such as emphasizing the religious motivations behind a conflict or focusing on the
political, social, or economic factors at play. Depending on the framing adopted by media
outlets, audiences may perceive religious crises as primarily rooted in theological

differences, historical grievances, or power struggles.

Moreover, media framing can contribute to the polarization of viewpoints and exacerbate
tensions within and between religious communities. By framing religious crises in a
sensationalist or simplistic manner, media outlets may reinforce stereotypes, deepen

mistrust, and fuel intergroup animosity. This can hinder efforts towards reconciliation and
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peaceful resolution of conflicts, perpetuating a cycle of violence and division (Entman,
2007).

To address these challenges, media practitioners and consumers alike need to be critical of
the framing strategies employed in the coverage of religious crises. By examining the
underlying narratives, biases, and agendas embedded within media portrayals, individuals
can gain a more nuanced understanding of complex issues and work towards fostering
empathy, dialogue, and mutual understanding across religious divides. In doing so, media
can fulfill its potential as a catalyst for positive social change rather than a source of
division and conflict (Entman & Rojecki, 2001).

2.3 Historical background of the EOC and its significance in Ethiopian society

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church has a rich historical background that dates back to the 4th
century, making it one of the oldest Christian churches in the world. According to
tradition, the church was founded by the apostle St. Frumentius, who is credited with
converting King Ezana of Axum to Christianity in the early 4th century. This event marked
the beginning of Christianity in Ethiopia and the establishment of the Ethiopian Orthodox

Church as a major religious institution in the region (Tadesse, 2017).

The significance of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in Ethiopian society cannot be
overstated. The church has played a central role in shaping the cultural, social, and
religious identity of the Ethiopian people for centuries. Its influence extends to various
aspects of Ethiopian life, including art, music, literature, and education. The church has
also been a unifying force for the diverse ethnic and linguistic groups within Ethiopia,

providing a sense of national identity and cohesion (Amsalu, A., 2017).

Furthermore, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church has been instrumental in preserving and
promoting Ethiopian heritage and traditions. Its religious festivals, rituals, and ceremonies
are deeply ingrained in Ethiopian culture and are celebrated with great fervor and devotion
by millions of followers. The church's monasteries, churches, and religious artifacts also

serve as important repositories of Ethiopian history and art (Mersha, A., 2012).
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In addition to its cultural and religious significance, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church has
also played a crucial role in providing social services to the Ethiopian people. It has been
involved in education, healthcare, and poverty alleviation efforts, particularly in rural areas

where government services may be limited.

2.4 The role of the church in Ethiopian politics and governance

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church has historically played a significant role in Ethiopian
politics and governance. As the oldest and most influential religious institution in the
country, the church has often been involved in shaping political decisions and influencing
the leadership of the nation (Tadesse, T., 2018)

One notable example of the church's involvement in politics is its relationship with the
Ethiopian monarchy. For centuries, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church has been closely
intertwined with the ruling monarchs, with the church often serving as a source of
legitimacy and authority for the royal family. The church has also been involved in the
coronation ceremonies of Ethiopian emperors, further cementing its role in the country's

political landscape (Amsalu, A., 2017).

Furthermore, the church has also been a vocal advocate for social justice and human rights
in Ethiopia. It has spoken out against injustices and oppression, and has at times played a

key role in advocating for political reform and change.

2.5 The main causes of the 2023 EOC crisis

On 22th January 2023, the Holy Synod of EOTC, in its extraordinary meeting convened in
Addis Ababa, excommunicated three archbishops and 25 ‘bishops’ (out of 26). The three
archbishops were accused of illegally ordaining (one of the appointees repented before the
Synod passed the decision) and, in so doing, breaking the ecclesiastical dogma of the

church and the laws of Fetha Negest (‘Justice of the Kings’), a legal code first compiled by
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the Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt and then adopted, adapted and expanded by the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the 15th century AD. The rebellious bishops then declared
their intention to establish a rival synod and retaliated by excommunicating several
archbishops including the General Manager of the Patriarchate, His Grace Abune
Abraham, and the General Secretary of the Synod, His Grace Abune Petros. They are
placing the blame on the Holy Synod of EOTC for the current division (Desta, 2023).

Furthermore, theological disagreements exacerbated the crisis, with factions within the
clergy and laity expressing differing interpretations of religious doctrine and practices.
These disputes often intersected with questions of cultural identity and regional autonomy,
reflecting larger societal tensions within Ethiopia (Al Jazeera). The clashes over
theological interpretations and traditions further deepened the rifts within the church

community.

Moreover, the 2023 crisis cannot be divorced from Ethiopia's broader socio-political
landscape, which has been marked by ethnic tensions and political instability. The church,
as a significant institution in Ethiopian society, became embroiled in these broader
struggles for power and representation, as different ethnic and regional groups sought to
assert their influence within the church hierarchy (Reuters). This intertwining of religious
and political dynamics further complicated efforts to resolve the crisis and restore stability
within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

In summary, the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis was primarily caused by internal
disputes over leadership, exacerbated by theological differences and influenced by broader
socio-political tensions within Ethiopia. These factors combined to create a complex and
challenging situation for the church, with implications not only for its internal cohesion but
also for its role in Ethiopian society as a whole.

2.6 Media Ownership and Political Affiliation

Media ownership and political affiliation play crucial roles in shaping media content and
framing, particularly in contexts where media outlets are closely aligned with political
interests or agendas. In Ethiopia, as in many other countries, the ownership structures of

media organizations often reflect broader political dynamics and power struggles.
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Understanding the relationship between media ownership and political affiliation is
essential for analyzing how news is framed and presented, especially in the context of

sensitive issues such as religious crises (Skjerdal, 2011).

(McChesney, 2010) argue that media consolidation and corporate ownership can lead to
homogenized news coverage that reflects the interests of the owners rather than the public.
In the case of Ethiopia, where the media landscape has historically been tightly controlled
by the government, the relationship between media ownership and political affiliation is

particularly salient.

Furthermore, political affiliation can shape the editorial stance and framing choices of
media outlets, leading to biased or skewed coverage of events. In Ethiopia, media outlets
associated with the ruling party may frame news stories in a way that reflects government
narratives and priorities, while those aligned with opposition groups or dissenting voices
may offer alternative perspectives that challenge the official discourse. This polarization of
media coverage based on political affiliation can contribute to the dissemination of
misinformation and the perpetuation of social and political divisions (Temesgen, 2020).

Moreover, the influence of media ownership and political affiliation extends beyond
editorial content to encompass issues such as censorship, self-censorship, and media
regulation. In Ethiopia, where press freedom has historically been restricted, media owners
and journalists may face pressure to adhere to government guidelines or risk repercussions
such as harassment, arrest, or closure of their outlets. This climate of fear and intimidation
can have a chilling effect on independent journalism and limit the diversity of perspectives
available to the public (Skjerdal, 2011).

By examining the interplay between media ownership, political affiliation, and media
framing, scholars can gain insights into the underlying power dynamics that shape news
coverage, particularly in the context of sensitive issues like the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox
Church crisis. This understanding is essential for fostering transparency, accountability,
and pluralism within the media landscape, ultimately contributing to a more informed and

democratic society (McChesney & Nichols, 2010).
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2.7 Audience Reception and Perception

Audience reception and perception are critical factors in understanding the impact of media
framing, particularly in the context of sensitive issues such as religious crises. How
audiences interpret and respond to news coverage can shape public discourse, influence
policy decisions, and ultimately impact social cohesion. Scholarly research on audience
reception provides valuable insights into the diverse ways in which individuals make sense

of media narratives and the factors that shape their perceptions (Hall, 1980).

Studies have shown that audience reception is influenced by a myriad of factors, including
demographics, cultural background, political beliefs, and personal experiences. For
example, research by (lyengar, 1987) on selective exposure theory suggests that
individuals tend to seek out and pay attention to media content that aligns with their
existing beliefs and attitudes. In the case of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis,
audience reception may vary depending on factors such as ethnicity, religion, and regional
identity, with different groups interpreting news coverage through their own socio-cultural

lenses.

Moreover, audience perception of media framing can be influenced by factors such as trust
in media institutions, perceptions of bias, and exposure to alternative sources of
information. For instance, studies have found that audiences are more likely to trust news
outlets that they perceive as impartial and credible (Strombdck, 2008). In Ethiopia, where
media freedom has historically been constrained, audiences may approach news coverage
of the EOC crisis with skepticism, particularly if they perceive media outlets as being

aligned with government or opposition interests.
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Understanding audience reception and perception is essential for media practitioners,
policymakers, and scholars seeking to promote media literacy and informed citizenship. By
examining how different audience groups interpret and respond to media framing of the
2023 EOC crisis, researchers can gain insights into the effectiveness of communication
strategies, the prevalence of misinformation, and the potential for fostering dialogue and

reconciliation across diverse communities (lyengar & Kinder, 1987).

2.8 Reporting Practices of religious crisis by International Media

Reporting on religious crises by international media outlets is a complex issue that requires
careful consideration. It is important for media to provide accurate and balanced coverage,
taking into account the perspectives of all parties involved. However, international media
often face challenges in navigating the intricacies of religious conflicts, as they must

balance the need for objective reporting with the potential for inflaming tensions or

perpetuating stereotypes (Seib, 2004).

A study by Ahmed and (Akindele, 2017) found that international media tend to frame
religious crises in ways that emphasize conflict and sensationalism, overlooking the
underlying causes and complexities of the situation. This type of reporting can contribute
to a narrow understanding of religious conflicts and perpetuate stereotypes. Additionally,
international media face challenges in accessing reliable sources and information in
conflict-affected regions, impacting the accuracy and depth of coverage. Ethical journalism

practices and thorough fact-checking are crucial when reporting on religious crises.

In conclusion, reporting on religious crises by international media requires a nuanced
approach that provides balanced coverage and promotes understanding among diverse
audiences. Adhering to ethical journalism practices and engaging with a variety of
perspectives can contribute to a more informed and constructive dialogue around religious

conflicts.
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2.9 Reporting Practices of religious crisis by Ethiopian Media

Reporting on religious crises by Ethiopian media outlets is a critical aspect of journalism in
a country with diverse religious communities. In Ethiopia, where tensions between
different religious groups have occasionally flared up, the media plays a crucial role in
shaping public perceptions and promoting understanding. A study by (Tesfaye and Nega,
2019) examined the reporting practices of Ethiopian media outlets in covering religious
crises and found that there is a need for more balanced and nuanced coverage. The study
highlighted the importance of providing context, avoiding sensationalism, and promoting

dialogue among different religious communities in Ethiopia.

Ethiopian media outlets face challenges in reporting on religious crises, including
navigating political sensitivities and ensuring accuracy in their coverage. The study by
(Tesfaye and Nega, 2019) emphasized the need for ethical journalism practices, such as
fact-checking and verification, to ensure that reporting on religious crises is fair and
accurate. Given the potential for misinformation and inflammatory rhetoric to exacerbate
tensions; Ethiopian media outlets have a responsibility to provide balanced and objective
coverage that fosters understanding and promotes peaceful coexistence among different

religious groups.

In light of the findings of the study by (Tesfaye and Nega ,2019), Ethiopian media outlets
can enhance their reporting practices on religious crises by engaging with diverse
perspectives, seeking input from experts, and promoting dialogue among religious
communities. By adhering to ethical journalism principles and providing contextually rich
coverage, Ethiopian media outlets can contribute to a more informed public discourse on
religious issues and Help Bridge divides between different religious groups in the country.

2.10 The Ethical Dilemma of Reporting on Conflict and Crisis

The ethical dilemma of reporting on conflict and crisis is a complex and challenging issue
that journalists and media organizations grapple with on a regular basis. Reporting on
conflicts and crises requires a delicate balance between the public's right to know and the
potential harm that sensationalized or biased reporting can cause. This ethical dilemma is
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particularly pronounced in situations where media coverage has the potential to exacerbate

tensions or incite further violence (Smith, 2019).

In their article "Ethical Dilemmas in Reporting on Conflict: A Comparative Analysis of
Media Practices,” Smith and (Jones, 2019) discuss the various ethical considerations that
journalists face when reporting on conflict and crisis. They argue that the need for accurate
and balanced reporting must be weighed against the potential for harm, and that journalists
must carefully consider the impact of their reporting on the communities and individuals

involved in the conflict.

One of the key ethical dilemmas in reporting on conflict and crisis is the issue of
impartiality and bias. Journalists must strive to present a balanced and objective view of
the conflict, while also acknowledging their own biases and the potential for their reporting
to be influenced by political or commercial interests. This requires a high degree of self-
awareness and critical reflection on the part of journalists, as well as a commitment to

ethical reporting practices (Kovach & Rosenstiel, 2007).

Another ethical dilemma in reporting on conflict and crisis is the potential for harm to
individuals and communities involved in the conflict. Sensationalized or graphic reporting
can have a detrimental impact on the mental health and well-being of those affected by the
conflict, and journalists must carefully consider the potential consequences of their

reporting on vulnerable populations (Ward, 2010).

2.11 The Role of Media Framing in Religious Crisis

The media plays a crucial role in shaping public perceptions and attitudes towards religious
crises through the process of framing. Media framing refers to the way news stories are
constructed to highlight certain aspects of a perceived reality while downplaying others,
influencing how the audience interprets and understands the issue (Semetko & Valkenburg,
2000).

In the context of religious crises, media framing can either exacerbate tensions or promote
understanding and tolerance. Journalists often make conscious choices about the language,

visuals, and sources they use to present a story, which can promote a specific problem
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definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation. This
selection process is influenced by various factors, including the journalist's personal
beliefs, the organization's editorial position, and broader ideological and cultural
conditions (Entman, 1993).

For example, media coverage that focuses on the sensational and negative aspects of a
religious conflict, such as violence and extremism, can perpetuate stereotypes and
misunderstandings between religious communities. Conversely, media framing that
provides historical context, diverse perspectives, and emphasizes common ground can
foster greater religious tolerance and understanding. As such, the media's role in framing
religious crises is crucial in shaping public perceptions and responses to these complex

issues.

2.12 Media’s Role in Creation of Awareness with Regard to Religious crisis

The media plays a crucial role in creating awareness about religious crises, as it serves as a
powerful tool for disseminating information and shaping public perceptions. Through their
coverage of religious conflicts, the media can either exacerbate tensions or promote

understanding and tolerance (Poole, 2002).

Media framing, which refers to the way news stories are constructed to highlight certain
aspects while downplaying others, significantly influences how audiences interpret and
understand religious crises. Journalists make conscious choices about the language,
visuals, and sources they use to present a story, which can promote a specific problem
definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation. This
selection process is influenced by various factors, including the journalist's personal
beliefs, the organization's editorial position, and broader ideological and -cultural
conditions (Entman, 1993).

For example, media coverage that focuses on the sensational and negative aspects of a
religious conflict, such as violence and extremism, can perpetuate stereotypes and
misunderstandings between religious communities. Conversely, media framing that

provides historical context, diverse perspectives, and emphasizes common ground can
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foster greater religious tolerance and understanding. As such, the media's role in creating
awareness about religious crises is crucial in shaping public perceptions and responses to

these complex issues.

2.13. Theoretical Framework of the Study

2.13.1. Agenda Setting Theory

Agenda-setting theory, pioneered by (McCombs,1972), posits that the media have the
power to influence the public's perception of which issues are important by determining the
prominence and frequency with which they are covered. The theory suggests that the
media's selection and emphasis of certain topics can shape the public agenda, influencing
what individuals perceive as significant and worthy of attention. This process occurs
through the repeated exposure to certain issues in news coverage, which leads to the

amplification and reinforcement of those topics in the minds of the audience.

Empirical studies have provided robust evidence supporting agenda-setting theory,
demonstrating the media’s ability to shape public priorities and perceptions. For example,
research by (McCombs, 1972) conducted during the 1968 U.S. presidential election found
a strong correlation between the issues covered by the media and the issues that voters
perceived as the most important. Similarly, studies in various countries and contexts have
shown that media coverage of specific topics can significantly influence public opinion,

political discourse, and policy agendas.

In addition to its implications for understanding the relationship between media and public
opinion, agenda-setting theory has practical applications for media practitioners,
policymakers, and researchers. By understanding how the media influence public agendas,

journalists can strive to prioritize issues of societal importance and promote informed
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public discourse. Policymakers can also use agenda-setting theory to strategically
communicate their policy priorities and engage with the media to shape public perceptions.
Moreover, researchers continue to explore the evolving dynamics of agenda-setting in the
digital age, considering the role of new media platforms, social networks, and algorithmic

curation in shaping public agendas (McCombs & Shaw, 1972).

2.13.2. Framing Theory

Media framing can significantly impact how the public interprets and understands religious
disputes. Different frames can evoke different emotions, cognitive schemas, and moral
judgments, ultimately shaping public opinion. For example, a conflict framed as a clash of
civilizations may lead to a more polarized and divisive public opinion compared to a frame
that emphasizes the potential for dialogue and understanding (Scheufele, D. A., 1999).

Media framing is a concept that refers to the way in which news media organizations select
and emphasize certain aspects of an issue or event, while downplaying or ignoring others.
According to (Entman, 1993), media framing influences how audiences perceive and
interpret events, shaping their understanding and attitudes towards specific issues. Framing
can be influenced by various factors, including cultural, political, and economic

considerations, as well as the ideological orientation of media organizations.

Previous research has highlighted the importance of media framing in shaping public
opinion and understanding of crises and conflicts. For example, (Gitlin, 1980) argues that
media framing can influence public perceptions of social movements and political protests,
while (Gamson and Modigliani 1987) suggest that media framing can impact the way in
which individuals perceive and respond to issues such as poverty and inequality. In the
context of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis, media framing is likely to play a

significant role in shaping public perceptions of the events and the various actors involved.

The responsible scholar for the issues related to framing analysis in the study of the 2023
EOC crises in OMN and ESAT Televisions is (Semetko & Valkenburgs 2000). They

identified five dominant frames categorized under generic frames, including conflict frame,
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human-interest frame, economic frame, morality frame, and attribution of responsibility
frame. In the study, the researcher adapted these frames to analyze the news coverage of
the crises, focusing on aspects like conflict, human interest, attribution of responsibility,
and other relevant frames to understand how the media outlets framed the events

2.14. Historical Background of Selected Media Outlets

2.14.1. The Oromia Media Network (OMN)

The Oromia Media Network (OMN) is a private media outlet founded in 2013 by Jawar
Mohammed, with headquarters in Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S. The network, licensed
under the Federal Communications Commission, was established to serve the Oromo
community and is funded by public donors from the Oromo diaspora. Initially launched as
an Oromo news channel, OMN has since expanded to include programming in Amharic
and English, catering to audiences both in the United States and Ethiopia. With studios in
various locations worldwide, OMN has become a significant voice for the Oromo youth,
known as Qeerroo, and attracts a broad viewership interested in Ethiopian and international

news.

Under the leadership of Jawar Mohammed, OMN has played a crucial role in amplifying
Oromo voices and perspectives, particularly in the wake of social and political events
within Ethiopia. Despite facing challenges such as government surveillance and
crackdowns on journalists, OMN continues to broadcast to Ethiopian audiences from
abroad, alongside other media outlets like ESAT. The network's coverage has been
instrumental in facilitating dialogue and bringing about tangible change, as demonstrated
by the acknowledgment of its impact by regional authorities. However, OMN's history has
also been marked by periods of turbulence, such as the events following the death of
Hachaluu Hundessa, which led to renewed protests and arrests within the Oromo
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community, highlighting the ongoing significance and challenges faced by OMN in its

mission to inform and empower its viewers. (Bulcha, 2020).

2.14.2. Ethiopian Satellite Television

ESAT, or Ethiopian Satellite Television, was established on April 24, 2010, by a group of
exiled journalists who had been jailed, tortured, or forced into exile. The mission of ESAT
is to provide accurate, objective, and balanced news, analysis, information, perspective, as
well as entertainment, talk shows, documentaries, sports, and cultural programming
pertaining to Ethiopia and the rest of the world. The broadcasts are primarily in Amharic,
the federal language of Ethiopia, with some programs in Afaan Oromo and English. ESAT
is headquartered in Washington D.C., United States, and is a nonprofit and independent
media outlet, mostly privately funded by donors from the broader Ethiopian diaspora
(Ellada, 2015).

ESAT has been a critical voice in the Ethiopian media landscape, providing alternative
news and perspectives in the face of government censorship and media restrictions.
Despite facing cyber-attacks, government pressure on satellite providers, and legal threats,
ESAT continues to operate independently. The history of ESAT reflects the ongoing
struggle for press freedom and independent journalism in Ethiopia. ESAT's role in press
freedom is significant, as it provides a platform for free speech and independent journalism
in a country where media freedom is severely restricted. ESAT's commitment to providing
accurate and balanced news has made it an important source of information for Ethiopians
both inside and outside the country (Teferra, B., 2003).
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3. Introduction

3.1. Research Design

An exploratory research design is chosen as the most suitable approach for this study.
Exploratory design allows for an inductive approach, avoiding preconceived notions and
predefined themes, enabling the exploration of new insights, ideas, and knowledge
acquisition. It involves collecting unstructured information to explore into new content
areas, address novel issues, and develop a comprehensive understanding of a situation.
Exploratory design is commonly used in qualitative research and relies on secondary data

sources, aligning with the focus of this study (Robson, 2008).

The study would qualitatively analyze the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis based
on secondary data sources through content analysis. Descriptive research focuses on
describing characteristics without delving into underlying reasons, while explicatory
research aims to explain causality and predict outcomes. However, these designs are
considered inadequate for this study due to the need to explore new perspectives and gain a
deeper understanding of the crisis.

The main advantage of using an exploratory research design is its flexibility in allowing
researchers to explore new ideas and gain a deeper understanding of the crisis without
being constrained by predefined themes or hypotheses. This approach enables the study to
uncover new insights and perspectives that may not have been considered before, leading
to a more comprehensive understanding of the media portrayal of the 2023 Ethiopian
Orthodox Church Crisis.
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3.2. Research Approach

The research approach for this thesis would be qualitative research content analysis with an
interpretative approach. Qualitative research is chosen as the most suitable method for this
study due to its exploratory nature and alignment with the research objectives and
questions. This approach enabled the interpretation of themes, words, and expressions in
texts related to the crisis, providing a deeper understanding of the content and media
framing of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis.

Alasuutari (2002) supports the use of qualitative content analysis for gaining a closer
understanding of textual content, expressions, and themes. The focus would be on
analyzing how Oromia media Network and Ethiopian Satellite Television cover the crisis
and frame their news stories. Numerical data gathering is not necessary for this study, as
qualitative methods aim to understand the character of experience and interpret meanings

in communication, emphasizing the qualitative nature of the research.

Qualitative research allows the researcher to explore new ideas and adopt an inductive
approach, deriving concepts from the data. Inductive content analysis is suitable when
there are no previous studies on the phenomenon or when existing knowledge is
fragmented. Conversely, deductive content analysis tests theories or compares categories
based on previous knowledge. In this study, the inductive approach would be utilized to
effectively analyze media coverage of the crisis, emphasizing the need to explore new

perspectives and insights.
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3.3. Source of Data

To gather comprehensive evidence, the researcher has utilized secondary data sources,
which refer to information that has been previously collected and analysed by others.
These secondary data include published and unpublished materials such as books, journals,
articles, speeches, and online resources (Kothari, 2004). Specifically, the researcher has
collected news articles directly related to the issue from the official websites of the chosen
media outlets. This approach allows the researcher to access a wide range of relevant
information to gain a deeper understanding of the topic without being limited to primary

data collection.

3.3.1. Other Secondary Data Sources

Relevant data for this study also would be collected through other secondary data sources.
The secondary data included previously conducted and issue related materials or work of

others such as researches, books, journals, thesis etc.

3.4. Subject of the Study

For this study, the researcher would focus on two private media outlets: Ethiopian Satellite
Television (ESAT) and Oromia Media Network (OMN). By analyzing how these outlets,
which cater to different audiences and have distinct ideologies, cover the same event, we
aim to understand how media bias, agenda-setting, and audience targeting influence
reporting in Ethiopia. This comparative analysis would provide insights into the role of

these media outlets in shaping public perceptions and discourse in the country.
Moreover, the detailed reason for each media is presented as follow.

Why ESAT? ESAT was chosen for its influential reporting on political and social issues,
including religious conflicts in Ethiopia. Its coverage of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox
Church crisis is expected to shape public discourse, making it a valuable case study for

examining how independent media frames such events.
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Why OMN? Including Oromia Media Network (OMN) in the study is important because
it offers a unique perspective on issues that matter to the Oromo community in Ethiopia.
OMN serves as a platform for amplifying Oromo voices and discussing topics related to
culture and identity. Given the significance of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis
for intercommoned relations and religious dynamics, OMN's coverage of this event is
likely to be of interest to its audience. By analyzing how OMN reports on the crisis, we can
gain insights into how media outlets focusing on specific regions or communities
contribute to discussions about religious conflicts in Ethiopia. Furthermore, considering
OMN's influence among the Oromo population, its coverage of the crisis can provide
valuable insights into how different communities perceive and understand events within
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

In summary, the selection of Ethiopian Satellite Television (ESAT) and Oromia Media
Network (OMN) for this comparative analysis is driven by their respective roles as
influential media outlets with distinct editorial perspectives and audience demographics.
By including these two outlets in the study, we aim to capture a range of framing strategies
and perspectives that contribute to the shaping of public discourse on the 2023 Ethiopian

Orthodox Church crisis.
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3.5. Sampling Technique

A sample is a subset of a total population that is selected to represent the entire population
for the purpose of generalizing the findings of a study. Sampling involves choosing
elements from a population of interest, which includes all the units or elements the

researcher wants to make inferences about (Abdo, 2004).

In this study, the researcher has chosen to use purposive sampling because the researcher
can conduct a more targeted and meaningful comparison of how each media outlet framed
this particular event, which is the core focus of the study as the sampling method.
Purposive sampling involves selecting media outlets, news stories, and publication dates
based on the researcher's judgment of what can provide the best information to achieve the
study's objectives (Kumar, 1999). Woodsong (2005) explains that purposive sampling is
commonly used in qualitative research to identify and select information-rich cases for

optimal utilization of available resources.

3.5.1. Sample Size

Purposively selecting 54 news stories from OMN and ESAT for the study ensures focused,
relevant data collection aligned with the study's objectives by deliberately choosing
sources, media platforms, and publication dates.

In addition to samples of the study targeted media outlets, news stories and date of
publication selected purposively.

Why targeted media outlets are chosen purposively;

®,

%+ Because of their viewer and wide coverage(accessibility), proximity (proximity of

the issue),

K/
L X4

Language, popularity (for example, ESAT is famous in Ethiopian communities and
it is Multilanguage channels, it operate in Amharic and Oromic language, which is
considered as Ethiopian language, able to reach out millions of readers Ethiopian
communities around the world)

s Ownership (both are a private owned television, so it may help to know stance their

respective audience on the issue of the 2023 EOC crisis).
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% They are voice of their respective audience interests from the beginning of On
January 22, 2023; three bishops led by Abune Sawiros formed a 25-episcopate in
the Oromia and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region. So, studying
these selected media would provide the thesis with all the essential substances as
the media outlets have crucial role in reporting the hydro political discourse of the

region.

Why date of news post selected purposively;

.,

% It is the perfect match for the subject of the study, so the researcher believed that
time have a potential for necessary information to provide.
% This date of news post purposively selected time give all-inclusive picture of the

issue in question.

Why news stories selected purposively

% To gain the information reach source and proper representative of samples selecting

news stories and purposively is mandatory.

3.5.2. Time Frame for news Selection

January 22 - February 16, 2023 is the time period would be selected for the study. The
study would be intended to find out how the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis was
framed by The OMN and ESAT news stories within the above time period. This two
month time frame would be chosen based on the schedule of the start and end of the 2023
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis.

Moreover, the detailed reason for each month is presented as follow.

Why January? This is the time the crisis emerged in late January 2023, when a group of
rebel bishops declared their own synod in Oromia region, accusing the main church of

ethnic discrimination. This was a significant event that sparked violent protests.

Why February? It was the day when the Ethiopian Orthodox Church announced that it
had reached an agreement with a breakaway synod.
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https://www.modernghana.com/news/1209760/ethiopias-orthodox-church-lashes-out-at-pm-over.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2023_Ethiopian_Orthodox_Tewahedo_Church_crisis

3.6. Units of Analysis

It's the smallest element of a content analysis but also one of the most important bones. In
written content, the unit of analysis might be a single word or symbol, a judgment, a
paragraph, a theme (a single assertion about one subject), or the whole composition or
story (DeVreese, 2005).

With these ideas in mind, the units of analysis in this study were individual news stories
and studies banning contents like prints, illustrations, charts, or letter to editor. The news
stories and studies can be taken as unit of analysis if they explicitly covered about the 2023
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis.

3.7. Method of Data Collection

3.7.1. Content Analysis

In order to get the relevant data for the study there must be tools. Content analyses would
be used to collect and analyze relevant data for the study. The relevant data would be
collected from selected news stories of The Oromia Media Network Television media
news website and Ethiopian Satellite Television then categorized into different centrally

organized themes then, analyzed in terms of each specific objectives of the study.

Hence, the study is frame analysis, and the aim of the research is examine how selected
media outlets (The Oromia Media Network and Ethiopian Satellite Television) are framed
the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis during a group of rebel bishops declared their
own synod in Oromia region, the researcher would use content analysis (news stories and
editorials of selected media outlet) alone as data gathering tool for the study. Thus none of
interview, questionnaire or focus group discussion is used. The data would be gathered by
thoroughly reading the news articles and of both official website.

(Erlich, 2002) also explained that content analysis is a technique to collect and analyze text
content where the content mentioned consists of words, meaning, picture, symbol, idea,
theme or any message that could be used in communication. It helps to analyze both
printed and spoken materials which are found in books, magazines, newspapers, and the

contents of all verbal materials (Kothari, 2004).However, the data would be collected
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through an electronic database search engine using key words such as the 2023 Ethiopian
Orthodox Church Crisis from (Ethiopian Satellite Television) is https://ethsat.com/.

www.oromiamedianetwork.org.

3.8. Data Analysis Techniques
The researcher would use textual analysis to discuss how the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox
Church Crisis portrayed by selected media organization (The Oromia Media Network and

Ethiopian Satellite Television).

3.8.1. Qualitative Frame Analysis (Textual Analysis)
This study is performing framing analysis through textual analysis. (Block, 1997) defines
qualitative/textual analysis as “a process of examining and interpreting data in order to

elicit meaning, gain understanding, and develop empirical knowledge”.

The qualitative aspect of frame analysis looked into the words and expressions used by the
writers of the stories. Here, words, figurative speeches, proverbs, and other expressions

were analyzed.

Textual analysis allows scientific research methods such as content investigations,
interviews, observations, and related literature examinations. It provides an opportunity to
understand and analyze what's relayed in a text both implicitly and explicitly. Furthermore,
textual analysis would be employed because it's an appropriate method in qualitative frame

analysis.

The researcher would employ an inductive approach as opposed to a deductive one.
Avoiding predefined categories and focusing on an inductive approach to closely study and
analyze the text would help the research in meeting the requirements for a proper
application of textual analysis. In an inductive approach, themes emerge from the data,
while deductive implies a pre-existing theory or framework. Qualitative data analysis tends
to be inductive, where the researcher identifies categories in the data, without predefined
hypotheses (Thompson, 2005). With this textual analysis, the researcher would interpret
themes, words, and expressions (idioms, metaphors, and proverbs) of the texts written on
the issues related to the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church Crisis.
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3.9. Data Analysis Procedure

This study aims to investigate media coverage of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church
Crisis by The Oromia Media Network (OMN) and Ethiopian Satellite Television (ESAT),
the two private Ethiopian media organizations.

The researcher would select samples from the total population of news stories and
editorials related to the crisis. The researcher would thoroughly and critically read the
selected samples to prepare for the analysis. The samples would be chosen based on factors

such as date of publication, year, and the name of the news stories.

During the analysis of the research findings, the researcher examined specific elements of
the news stories, such as quotes, headlines, leads, body, and themes. To facilitate this
analysis, the researcher has prepared a code sheet based on the themes of the stories. The
primary focus will be on how the media outlets frame the crisis and the narratives they

present through the news coverage.

Finally, a thorough analysis and interpretation of the gathered data would take place. The
researcher would draw conclusions and provide recommendations for further research
based on the findings. This paragraph summarizes the final stage of the study, where the
data is analyzed and interpreted, leading to the formulation of conclusions and

recommendations.

3.10. Ethical Consideration

Since, the current research is relying on secondary data sources, the researcher has gave
consideration to minimize bias through give an extended careful time with the research

data analysis and utilizing direct quotation technique.

In addition to content audit by the advisor, the researcher has observed all the necessary

principles of social science research ethical protocols and considerations.

Throughout the process of making this research the student researcher would give attention

to respect basic ethical values like; Plagiarism.
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CAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND
DISCUSSION

4. Introduction

4.1 Data Presentation and Analysis

This research was conducted to analyze how OMN and ESAT framed the 2023 EOC crises
news stories transmitted from January 22, 2023 to February 16, 2023 in a comparative
perspective, and the sources of information that the media outlets used when reporting the
crisis stories. All the collected data focused on how the crisis issues were framed in those

media outlets within the selected time frame.

This chapter deals with the analysis of news gathered from the two selected media outlets
of their news. Out of OMN Television, 30 news stories and from the ESAT Television, 27
news stories within the selected time frame were collected based on their selection,
emphasis and elaboration of information about the 2023 EOC crisis that occurred from
January 22, 2023 to February 16, 2023. The selected news was taken for the study since

they explicitly focused on the crisis happing in the selected period.

In handling disputes or crises, responsible journalism requires balanced reporting, fact

verification, and ethical considerations to maintain public trust (Johnson & Brown, 2018).

In crisis time, the media mediate information about the progress of the issue to the public.
The media can serve not just as providers of ,,straight news and information but also as
agents of propaganda and disinformation. This is because the very processes by which
dispute reports are gathered at source, packaged by journalists and disseminated to a wider
audience are subject to a wide spectrum of influences ranging from battlefield censorship
to broadcasting standards, deception and disinformation campaigns, official information
policy and propaganda (Patrick, 1990). Both OMN and ESAT Television report the news
stories for their audience regarding the crisis. While both selected media outlets faced a
problem of fixed and one-dimensional understanding, favor of realism and ignores the

insights of Peace on their news report.
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For the purpose of the study, through close reading, the dominant frames identified were
conflict, human interest, and attribution of responsibility, peace frame, censorship frame,
conflicts and governance frame, Administrative and procedural aspects frame and Conflict
between religious factions and security forces frames used by the selected media outlets.
These frames were discussed primarily under the selected media outlets. Therefore, all the

news relating to crisis found from the two media outlets were analyzed qualitatively.

4.1.1 Portrayal of the 2023 EOC crisis news by the Selected Media Outlets

The qualitative data analysis was used to answer the research question of how did the
OMN and ESAT Television frame the 2023 EOC. In this case, different frames were
analyzed to show how the two media outlets framed the 2023 EOC crises on their news

stories.

4.1.1.1 Conceptualization of the crisis

ESAT and OMN media outlets portrayed the formation of the new synod differently based
on their sources of information. ESAT reported the crisis as emerging from the illegal
formation of the synod, leading to loss of life and violations of civilians' rights. They
highlighted the turmoil and discord resulting from the formation, emphasizing the negative
consequences and the infringement on established norms within the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church,

On the other hand, OMN presented the issue as the legitimate establishment of the new
synod, focusing on the rights of the Oromo people and followers of the Orthodox religion
to practice their faith in their language. OMN depicted the formation as a means for Oromo
followers to reclaim their cultural identity within the church, portraying it as a positive
development that empowers the Oromo community. They highlighted the joy and
readiness of Oromo-born Orthodox followers to support and welcome the new synod,

emphasizing cooperation and inclusivity in their reporting.

ESAT's coverage underscored the crisis and conflict arising from the unauthorized
formation of the synod, shedding light on the challenges and disruptions caused by this
event. They emphasized the need to address the legal and ethical implications of the

synod's establishment, focusing on the negative impact on the church and its followers.In
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contrast, OMN's reporting centered on the empowerment and rights of the Oromo
community within the Orthodox Church, highlighting the significance of practicing their
faith in their language and embracing their cultural heritage. OMN portrayed the new
synod as a platform for Oromo followers to express their religious beliefs authentically and
to engage with their faith in a way that resonates with their identity, fostering a sense of

unity and cultural pride among the Oromo Orthodox community.

Overall, ESAT and OMN provided contrasting perspectives on the formation of the new
synod, with ESAT highlighting the crisis and legal implications, while OMN focused on
the cultural and religious significance for the Oromo community. Their divergent
approaches reflected their editorial stances and the sources of information they utilized,

shaping how the event was framed and understood by their respective audiences.

4.1.1.2 ‘Legal’ versus ‘illegal formation of new synod’ frame

ESAT, known for its critical stance against the Ethiopian government, framed the crisis
within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church as a rebellious act. They emphasized the alleged
illegality of the newly formed synod led by Abune Sawiros. ESAT highlighted accusations
of ethnic discrimination within the church’s Holy Synod, portraying the situation as a
struggle for religious autonomy and the right to worship in local languages. Additionally,
ESAT criticized Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed for purportedly interfering in church affairs;
further exacerbating tensions and deepening the rift within the church.

According to the Holy Synod, the three bishops, individuals and 26 monks who went
to Waliso to accept the illegal appointment of the Episcopal Bishops of Woliso were
to be separated and condemned from the unity assembly of the Holy Church. (ESAT,
January 14, 2015)

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church said it should publicly apologize for "the
government's support for illegal gatherings" !! (ESAT, January 26, 2015)

According to the Holy Synod, the three bishops, individuals and 26 monks who went
to Waliso to accept the illegal appointment of the Episcopal Bishops of Woliso were
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to be separated and condemned from the unity assembly of the Holy Church. (ESAT,
January 14, 2015)

On the other hand, OMN, a media outlet catering to the Oromo community, viewed the
establishment of the Oromia Nations and Nationalities Synod as a legitimate response to
the need for multilingual and multi-ethnic representation within the church. OMN
emphasized the importance of addressing local concerns and promoting inclusivity within
the synod. It is likely that OMN criticized the Holy Synod for allegedly suppressing
Oromo voices and perpetuating discriminatory practices that marginalized certain ethnic
groups within the church.

OMN’s support for a synod representing Oromia's diversity was rooted in the belief that
worship should be conducted in local languages and cultural contexts to foster a deeper
sense of belonging and understanding among followers. By advocating for a synod that
embraced Oromia's diverse cultural heritage, OMN saw this initiative as a positive step

towards promoting inclusivity and unity within the church.

The tensions surrounding the formation of the Oromia Nations and Nationalities Synod led
to a complex situation within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. The excommunication of
Abune Sawiros’ group by the Holy Synod escalated tensions, resulting in outbreaks of
violence and casualties in the southern region of Ethiopia. The government's controversial
involvement, including restrictions on social media access during this period, added

another layer of complexity to an already volatile situation.

Eventually, after a period of unrest and conflict, efforts were made to resolve the crisis
within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. The church called for demonstrations and solidarity
among its followers as they sought to navigate a path forward from the turbulent events
that had unfolded. The resolution of the crisis required delicate negotiations and a

commitment to addressing the underlying issues that had fueled tensions within the church.

Moving forward, it became essential for all parties involved in the crisis within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church to engage in constructive dialogue and reconciliation efforts.

Finding common ground and fostering understanding among different factions within the
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church would be crucial in rebuilding trust and unity. As the church sought to heal from
the wounds inflicted by the crisis, a renewed focus on inclusivity, respect for diversity, and

religious autonomy would be key in ensuring a harmonious future for all followers.

4.1.1.3 crisis-oriented versus solidarity-oriented news

ESAT has adopted a more confrontational and crisis-oriented news framing of the crisis.
They have emphasized the ethnic tensions and conflicts within the church, highlighting the
claims made by the breakaway Oromo archbishops about linguistic and cultural
discrimination by the predominantly one ethnic-led EOTC leadership. ESAT has
extensively covered the violent clashes between security forces and EOTC worshippers,

framing these as a government-backed crackdown on legitimate protests.

This crisis-oriented framing paints the crisis as a deep-rooted, ethnically-charged conflict

that threatens the unity and integrity of the influential Orthodox Church.

In contrast, OMN has taken a more solidarity-oriented approach in its news coverage of the
crisis. OMN reported the formation of the new synod in a solidarity-oriented manner by
emphasizing unity and support within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church formation of new
synod. Their coverage likely focused on fostering a sense of togetherness and
understanding among different factions involved, highlighting the importance of
reconciliation and cooperation to overcome the challenges faced by the church. This
approach by OMN may have aimed to promote harmony and solidarity within the
community, showcasing a narrative that seeks to unite rather than divide during a time of

crisis and discord.

The contrasting news framing adopted by ESAT and OMN reflects their distinct editorial
perspectives and priorities in covering the Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis. ESAT's
crisis-oriented approach emphasizes the confrontational aspects of the conflict, while
OMN's solidarity-oriented framing prioritizes the call for reconciliation and the
preservation of the church's unity.

This father has expressed respect for the welcoming of the community of
Shashamane and its surrounding. (OMN, February 4, 2023)
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Hailemichael Tadesse, the spokesman of the new synod, said that returning the
church to its former unity, holiness, clergy and apostolic identity and saving it from

earthly institution behavior is the main reason for the establishment of the synod.

If a church claims to be Kulawi, it should resemble everyone in service, language
and other reflections, the teacher said that the church should resemble all
Ethiopians. (OMN, February 4, 2023)

This difference in news framing can shape the public's understanding and perception of the

crisis, potentially influencing the discourse and the search for a resolution.

Both ESAT and OMN have acknowledged the ethnic dimensions of the crisis, with ESAT
placing greater emphasis on the claims of discrimination against the Oromo community by
the one ethnic-dominated EOTC leadership. This framing has the potential to exacerbate

existing tensions and polarize the discourse around the crisis.

ESAT media outlets have accused the Ethiopian government of interfering in the internal
affairs of the EOTC, with portraying this as a politically motivated attempt to undermine
the church's autonomy. This framing has the potential to further strain the relationship

between the government and the church.

Information received from the area shows that the security forces of Shashemene city
were gathering at night. (February 3/2023 E.C. ESAT)

While ESAT has focused more on the violence and repression, ESAT has called for the
perpetrators of the attacks on EOTC worshippers and institutions to be held accountable
through a fair legal process. They have also urged the authorities to provide security

guarantees and implement preventative measures to avoid further conflict.

The selected coverage from OMN frames the crisis as a deliberate attempt to create chaos
and disrupt the government by using religion as a disguise. The language used in the
coverage emphasizes the manipulation of religious sentiments for political purposes. The
emphasis is on the involvement of Amhara-born rich individuals who are supporting the

campaign to create chaos and are allegedly financing media outlets to fuel riots. This
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framing falls under the conflict frame, as it highlights the tensions and potential violence

resulting from these actions.

Additionally, the coverage also touches on the aspect of unity within the church and the
need to maintain its identity and values. This can be seen as a peace frame, focusing on the
importance of returning the church to its former unity and holiness. The language used in
this part of the coverage highlights the desire to save the church from deviating from its

core principles and becoming embroiled in earthly institution behavior.

Overall, the selected coverage from OMN combines elements of conflict framing by
highlighting the attempt to create chaos through religious manipulation, as well as peace
framing by emphasizing the importance of unity and identity within the church. The
language used, the emphasis on specific aspects of the crisis, and the overall tone of the
coverage contributes to a nuanced portrayal of the crisis with elements of both conflict and

peace framing.

4.1.1.4 Contrasting Approaches to Information Delivery

ESAT's reporting on the formation of the new synod in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
focused on highlighting the crisis, loss of life, and legal implications stemming from the
event. They emphasized the negative aspects and challenges arising from the unauthorized
establishment of the synod, portraying it as a disruptive and illegal action that led to
turmoil and discord within the church. ESAT's coverage underscored the gravity of the
situation and the potential consequences of the breakaway synod, framing it as a significant

challenge to the established norms and unity of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

Information received from the area shows that the security forces of Shashemene
city were gathering at night. (February 3/2015 E.C. ESAT)

"Our party believes that religious institutions in our country play a significant

role in building the values of the society’’. (ESAT, January 24, 2023)
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On the other hand, OMN's coverage of the new synod took a different approach,
prioritizing a positive narrative that addressed the rights and needs of the Oromo Orthodox
community. OMN portrayed the formation of the synod as a legitimate and empowering
development that aimed to serve the Oromo people within the church. Their reporting
focused on presenting the new synod as a means to reclaim cultural identity, practice faith
in the Oromo language, and foster inclusivity within the community. OMN's approach
aimed to inform and garner support for the new synod among its audience, highlighting it
as a positive step towards empowerment and representation for the Oromo Orthodox

followers.

In its statement, the new Synod pointed out that if the previous Synod removed its
racist and political lens, the request that the people be served in the language is
appropriate and fair. (OMN, February 3 2023)

The contrasting portrayals by ESAT and OMN reflect their differing editorial policies,
political leanings, and sources of information. ESAT's crisis-oriented framing emphasized
the disruptive and illegal nature of the synod's formation, focusing on the challenges and
negative implications of the event. In contrast, OMN's solidarity-oriented approach
highlighted the legal establishment and empowerment of the Oromo Orthodox community
through the new synod, showcasing it as a positive development that addresses the cultural
and linguistic needs of the Oromo followers. These divergent perspectives shaped how the
formation of the new synod was perceived and interpreted by their respective audiences,
showcasing the nuanced and varied coverage of this significant event within the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church.

4.1.2 Dominant Frames Used in the Selected Media Outlets

According to (Baysha & Hallahan, 2004), the dominant frame is the single main theme of a
story, while secondary themes might be considered as supplementary ideas. Most often, the
supplementary frame can give strength to the main frame. Stories could also have one
dominant frame and several supplementary or secondary frames. Based on this, the
researcher identified the dominant frame that was used in ESAT and OMN Televisions to

frame the 2023 EOC crisis on their news report during the selected timeframe.
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The implication of the result indicates that ESAT and OMN Televisions on their news
employed dominant different news frames during the crisis in their presented news. Those
are conflict, human interest, and attribution of responsibility, peace frame, censorship
frame, conflicts and governance frame, Administrative and procedural aspects frame and

Conflict between religious factions and security forces frames.

4.1.2.1 Conflict Frame
A conflict frame refers to the way in which a disagreement or dispute is perceived and presented
(Corbett, 2004).

The key concept of the following news is a conflict within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
regarding the appointment of bishops without proper authority, leading to condemnation by
the Holy Synod and causing division among believers. The appointment of bishops was
contested, with one side claiming it was done lawfully while the other side denounced it as
a violation of church canons. This conflict resulted in a significant number of believers

leaving the church due to the lack of confidence in the appointed bishops' legitimacy.

In comparing the two media outlets' news reports on conflict framing, ESAT appears to use
a more conflict frame for its report, as it emphasizes the discord within the church, the
condemnation by the Holy Synod, and the resulting division among believers. ESAT's
critical stance towards the government and alignment with opposition groups likely
influenced its choice to highlight the conflict within the church. ESAT may have
prioritized sources critical of the church leadership and emphasized dissenting voices to
present a narrative that highlights the controversy and tensions within the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church

In comparing the news reports from ESAT and OMN on conflict framing, it is evident that
ESAT tends to use a more conflict-oriented frame in its reporting compared to OMN.
ESAT's report focuses on the tension between the government and the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church, highlighting the discrepancy between a letter circulating on social media and the
official stance of the church. The language used in the ESAT report emphasizes the need to
protect the church from false information and suggests a conflict between modern

technology and traditional religious institutions.
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On the other hand, OMN's report on the establishment of the new synod takes a more
human-interest approach, focusing on the spokesperson's explanation for creating the
synod to restore unity, holiness, and apostolic identity within the church. The emphasis is
on the positive goal of returning the church to its original values rather than on conflict or

confrontation with external forces.

Overall, ESAT's report leans more towards conflict framing by highlighting disagreements
and tensions, while OMN's report adopts a more constructive and solution-oriented
approach by emphasizing the restoration of the church's integrity. ESAT may use a conflict
frame more prominently due to its advocacy role in challenging government actions and
promoting accountability, whereas OMN's focus on community-centric reporting may

prioritize narratives that highlight unity and positive change within the Oromo community

Conflict frame was the most dominant frame used on ESAT, but OMN had given less
attention than ESAT in the framing of the news stories. The total news stories framed as
conflict frame by ESAT TV was near half of the news covered, whereas OMN TV also

used conflict frame in the second dominant frame in the news stories.

Conflict frame that was used in both media outlets. Both ESAT and OMN presented the
2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis as originating from internal disputes within the
church itself. ESAT highlighted that the crisis began when church officials attempted to
impose a new patriarch against the will of the church hierarchy, leading to widespread
protests and divisions within the church. OMN similarly emphasized the role of existing
tensions within the church, which were further exacerbated by disagreements over
leadership and decision-making processes. Both media outlets portrayed the crisis as a

result of internal power struggles and conflicts within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

The following news frame from ESAT describes the issue as:

The Security and Security Joint Task Force announced on the current situation of
peace, the peaceful demonstration of the church called February 5, 2015 is illegal.
(Wednesday February 1, 2015, ESAT)
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The Holy Synod announced that if the government does not respect the rights of the
Church, it will call a peaceful demonstration in which the entire Orthodox
community will participate, starting with the Holy Patriarch, and declare the abuse
to the international community (ESAT, January 26, 2015)

The news report from ESAT on January 26, 2015, discusses the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church's (EOTC) decision to organize a countrywide peaceful demonstration if
the government fails to address its concerns. The EOTC has strongly condemned the illegal
arrest and harassment of its archbishops, the brutal death of believers, and the violation of
human rights. The church has given the government a deadline of February 12 to take
practical actions to reverse the situation, and if not, it will hold a peaceful demonstration
accompanied by singing and prayer. This move is seen as a response to the government's
support for an illegal group that has been occupying church premises and abusing church
leaders

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church said it should publicly apologize for "the
government's support for illegal gatherings” !! (ESAT, January 26, 2015)

The news from ESAT on January 26, 2015, highlights the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church's strong stance against the government's support for illegal activities, particularly
the brutal incidents involving the church and its members. The church expressed its
condemnation of human rights violations, illegal arrests, and the tragic deaths of believers,
emphasizing the need for the government to address these issues promptly.

It is known that the government has decided to resolve the differences between the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo fathers through dialogue and internal procedures.
For this, the elders of the country and all concerned are making efforts. It is
stipulated in our constitution that there cannot be a state religion or a religious
government (ESAT, February 2, 2015)

"The Ethiopian government is intervening in the internal disputes of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church, sparking concerns about the separation of church and state.

Despite the constitution's clear stipulation that there can be no state religion or religious
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government, the government is attempting to resolve the differences between the church
fathers through dialogue and internal procedures, raising questions about the government's

motives and the potential erosion of religious freedom."

Key point: The Ethiopian government's involvement in the internal disputes of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church raises concerns about the separation of church and

state.

It was revealed that the trial of the Second Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
Division of the Federal High Court, which oversees the case of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church, issued a suspension order. (ESAT, February 10, 2023)

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church case has been suspended by the Federal High
Court's Second Fundamental Rights and Freedoms Division, according to ESAT's report
on February 10, 2023. This development highlights the ongoing conflict between the
church and the government over the leadership dispute within the church. The suspension
order suggests that the court is attempting to mediate the conflict and find a resolution that
satisfies both parties. However, the key point of the story is that the conflict remains
unresolved, and the church's leadership crisis continues to be a source of tension between

the religious institution and the government.

According to the Holy Synod, the three bishops, individuals and 26 monks who went
to Waliso to accept the illegal appointment of the Episcopal Bishops of Woliso were
to be separated and condemned from the unity assembly of the Holy Church. (ESAT,
January 14, 2015)

The Holy Synod of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church has condemned three
bishops for violating church law and appointing bishops without authorization. The Holy
Synod accuses the bishops of betrayal and has condemned them and their followers from
the church.

The conflict between the Holy Synod and the three bishops stems from the bishops'
establishment of a new synod. The Holy Synod views this as a challenge to its authority
and has condemned the bishops for their actions. The bishops, on the other hand, have



defended their actions as necessary to protect the interests of the Oromo people within the
Orthodox Church.

On January 14, 2015, it was announced that the appointment of Episcopal bishops

was carried out in accordance with the law and ceremony of the Church.
Because of this, most of the believers have left the religion.

The appointed bishops stated that the supremacy held only in one area will not have
confidence and self-esteem among the members of the church. (ESAT, January 14,
2015)

ESAT dominantly used conflict frame on the news stories. ESAT mostly used this conflict
frame to indicate conflict within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church regarding the appointment
of bishops and the right to protest. Tensions have arisen as the church's scheduled peaceful
demonstration was deemed illegal, leading to friction between various factions. Moreover,
internal discord within the church has surfaced as three bishops face condemnation by the
Holy Synod for breaching church regulations and causing internal rifts. This internal strife
has resulted in a decline in followers and a challenging situation where efforts are being
made to address the issues through dialogue and legal channels. The church has also hinted
at seeking support from the international community to address its concerns.

Most news stories on the conflict within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church highlighted key
events and statements from the Security and Security Joint Task Force, the Holy Synod,
and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. The reports focused on the government deeming the
church's planned peaceful demonstration illegal, leading to tensions with authorities. The
Holy Synod's threat of a demonstration if church rights were not respected was noted, as
was the government's approach to resolving internal disputes through dialogue. The
suspension order from the Federal High Court and the condemnation of three bishops for
breaching church regulations were also covered, detailing the impact on followers and
internal rifts. Additionally, appointed bishops expressed concerns about confidence and
self-esteem among church members due to issues of supremacy in certain areas the news

largely reported in TTV focused on the conflict. ESAT highlighted division in the church,



focusing on rebel bishops in Oromo. Accusations of discrimination and government

involvement were reported.

ESAT's critical reporting questioned the government's actions and the church's approach to
ethnic diversity. OMN presented a neutral perspective on the crisis, discussing the
formation of the 25-episcopate and subsequent excommunication without strong opinions.
OMN's reporting was less sensational compared to ESAT, focusing on factual events

related to the schism.

OMN TV also framed the news stories based on conflict framing as the following

describes:

Some political groups that packed the church have said that the attempt to disrupt
the reception ceremony and to cause chaos in the city has failed the cooperation of
believers and security forces (OMN, February 10, 2023)

The news coverage from OMN describes a crisis where an attempt to disrupt a
reception ceremony and create chaos in the city was thwarted by the cooperation of
believers and security forces. The language used emphasizes the failure of the
disruptive action and underscores the collaborative efforts between believers and
security forces to maintain order. The coverage can be viewed through a conflict
frame, focusing on the attempted disruption and its prevention, as well as a peace
frame, highlighting the joint efforts to uphold stability. The mention of political
groups involved suggests an attribution frame, attributing actions to specific groups.
Overall, the tone of the coverage is reassuring, emphasizing the successful

prevention of a potential crisis through collaboration and order.

If a church claims to be Kulawi, it should resemble everyone in service, language
and other reflections, the teacher said that the church should resemble all
Ethiopians. (OMN, February 4, 2023)

Oromia and ethnic nationalities synod stated that the members of the previous
synods are thinking only about his political and economic benefit rather than his
religion and religion. (OMN, February 3, 2023)



The Oromo and ethnic nationalities synod has accused the members of the previous synod
of being corrupt and self-serving. The new synod claims that the previous synod members
are more interested in their own political and economic advancement than in the well-

being of the church.

The conflict between the two synods is a reflection of the broader divisions within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. The new synod is seen as a challenge to the
authority of the previous synod, and the conflict between the two is likely to continue for

some time.

A group of people that were collected by the former snoods were collected and taken
to apologies for the sake of Abuna Habtamariam Sinodos have returned to the new.
(OMN 14 February 2023)

A group of people who were taken by the former synod to apologize to bishops
Habtamariam have re turned to the new synod. This is a sign of the growing support for the

new synod and the declining support for the former synod.

The former synod is accused of using coercive tactics to force people to apologize. This
has led to widespread resentment and anger among the Oromo people, who see the former
synod as oppressive and authoritarian.

In Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahdo Church, A group that was packed in the synod
condemned our fathers and opposed the decision of the group saying that they can't
be a father (OMN, January 27, 2023)

The news story from OMN on January 27, 2023 highlights the ongoing conflict within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. According to the report, a group within the
church's synod has condemned the church's fathers and opposed their decisions, suggesting
that they do not recognize their authority. This conflict reflects the power struggle and
division within the church's leadership, as different factions vie for control and influence.
The key point of the story is that the internal discord and lack of unity within the church
have escalated, with one group openly challenging the decisions and legitimacy of the
church's established leadership. This conflict has the potential to further exacerbate



tensions and undermine the unity and stability of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church.

The newly established Orthodox Tewahdo church synod 12 condemned the existing

synod members.

These popes have decided to remove the title of priesthood from deacon to
archbishop and be called Mr. from now on (OMN, January 28, 2023)

The key concept of the news stories framed by OMN TV is a deep-rooted conflict within
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, involving political interference, financial backing from
wealthy individuals, accusations of prioritizing personal gain over religious duties, and
internal divisions within the church's synods. The reports highlight clashes between
different factions within the church, with allegations of attempts to disrupt ceremonies,
create chaos, and manipulate the church for political purposes. The framing by OMN
emphasizes the contentious nature of these developments, portraying a complex web of
power struggles, dissent, and conflicting interests within the church hierarchy and its

followers.

4.1.2.2 Human interest Frame
The human interest frame focuses on the personal and emotional aspects of a conflict,
emphasizing the impact on individuals and their experiences (Gamson, 1989). It aims to

evoke empathy and compassion, highlighting the human stories behind the conflict.

In this type of framing, in a series of interviews conducted across various regions of
Ethiopia, individuals have shared their deeply personal experiences and emotions in
response to the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis. From the bustling streets of Addis
Ababa to the remote villages nestled in the highlands, followers of the church have
expressed a profound sense of sorrow, confusion, and resilience. This frame is perhaps a

common frame used by ESAT in the news stories.

In comparing the news reports from ESAT and OMN on conflict framing through the lens
of the human-interest frame, it is evident that OMN's report leans more towards this frame
compared to ESAT. ESAT's coverage primarily focuses on the conflict within the
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Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, highlighting the letter circulated on social
networks, the denial by the Patriarch's office, and the government's involvement in
addressing the church's issues. While ESAT does touch on the human element by
mentioning the protection of the church and false information generated by modern
technology, the overall emphasis is on the discord and tensions within the church

hierarchy.

On the other hand, OMN's report takes a more human-interest approach by centering on
the spokesperson of the new synod, Hailemichael Tadesse, and his statements regarding
the reasons for establishing the synod. Tadesse emphasizes the importance of returning the
church to its former unity, holiness, clergy, and apostolic identity, highlighting a desire to
save it from worldly influences and behaviors. The focus on restoring unity, holiness, and
identity within the church reflects a more human-centered narrative that resonates with the

audience on a personal level.

Therefore, in terms of utilizing the human-interest frame for their reports on conflict
framing within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, OMN stands out as using this
approach more effectively compared to ESAT. OMN's emphasis on the human element,
motivations behind actions, and aspirations for unity and identity restoration creates a more
relatable and engaging narrative for viewers, ultimately drawing them into the story on a

deeper emotional level.

In addition, most of the followers of the religion in different Oromia region also expressed
their feelings by welcoming the new stabilized Synod, showed their support and approval
of the new Synod through various means, such as public statements, gatherings indicating
their willingness to move forward and work towards reconciliation within the new
established synod. OMN also framed the theme of the news stories dealing with the human
feelings in its news. The news stories focused on the people expression of their views
regarding the establishment of the new synod to prioritize community welfare and cultural

significance.

Moreover, OMN presented the news stories describing the people’s interest, as all of them

were eagerly showing their support for the new Synods within the Ethiopian Orthodox
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Church crisis. Interviewees have expressed their readiness to welcome the new Synods as a
way to help flourish their culture. This support has been demonstrated through public
statements, and, gatherings, showcasing the community's unity and determination. Many
people in Oromia regions are actively seeking reconciliation within the church and are
eager to move forward towards stability and unity. The positive reception of the new
Synods is seen as a significant step towards resolving the crisis and restoring harmony

among followers of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
ESAT TV framed the news stories based on human-interest frame as:

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church has called on the federal government to

take responsibility for the killing of Orthodox Christians in Shashemene.

The church said that one person was killed by security forces in the city of
Shashemene. (ESAT, January 22, 2023)

The news report from ESAT TV frames the incident in Shashemene through a human-
interest lens, emphasizing the tragic loss of life and the involvement of security forces.
The key pointis that the Ethiopian Orthodox Church is demanding accountability from
the federal government regarding the killing of an Orthodox Christian in the city. The
report highlights the tension between religious authorities and state security, underscoring

the gravity of the situation and the need for justice and transparency.

During the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis, ESAT and OMN media outlets
approached their news report with a human-interest perspective, but with distinct focuses.
ESAT emphasized the institutional conflict within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC),
highlighting the schism that emerged in Oromia. They reported on clashes between
supporters of the new synod and the traditional Holy Synod, with government involvement
also noted. On the other hand, OMN delved into the cultural and linguistic context of the
crisis, advocating for spiritual leaders familiar with the region's culture and language.
While ESAT concentrated on the immediate conflict, OMN provided a more nuanced view

by exploring deeper dimensions of the situation.
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Whereas, OMN Television the appointment and reception of new bishops and archbishops
within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, highlighting the anticipation and
support of believers across different regions for the newly appointed religious leaders. The
media framed these stories within a human interest perspective, focusing on the emotional
connection and faith of the followers towards the church hierarchy. While there were
mentions of conflicts and tensions within the church, the overall tone of the reports
emphasized unity, respect, and hope for positive change through the new synod and
leadership appointments.

The Oromo Union in Germany, we appreciate the decision that our fathers took to
establish a new Orthodox Church, said they support it. (OMN, January 27, 2023)

The news story from OMN on January 27, 2023 highlights the formation of new synod
within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, as the Oromo Union in Germany has
expressed its support for the decision by Oromo bishops to establish a breakaway "Oromia
Orthodox Tewahedo Church™. This development further exacerbates the tensions between
the rebel Oromo bishops and the church's leadership, as the Oromo diaspora community
rallies behind the dissidents. The key point of the story is that the conflict has now spilled
over to the international stage, with the Oromo Union in Germany openly backing the
breakaway faction and potentially providing resources and legitimacy to their cause. This
could embolden the rebel bishops and make it more difficult for the church and the

government to resolve the crisis through dialogue and reconciliation.

According to the believers whom OM talked to, they believe that the new synod and

the bishop will solve the problems of the church that has been there for years.

They have said that they will strengthen the service of the church by being with the

bishop assigned.

For this reason they said they are ready to welcome the pope in a warm manner.
(OMN, January 28, 2023)

The coverage of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis by OMN on January 27, 2023,
portrays a tone of solidarity and support for the establishment of the new Orthodox Church
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by the Oromo Union in Germany. The language used emphasizes the appreciation and
backing of the decision by the Oromo community. In contrast, the second news item from
OMN on the same date focuses on the anticipation and readiness of believers in Leo city to
welcome the archbishop. The believers express their belief that the new synod and bishop
will address long-standing issues within the church and that they are prepared to strengthen
the church's services by supporting the assigned bishop. The overall tone conveys a sense
of hope and unity among the believers, who are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the new
archbishop. The differences in emphasis between the two news items suggest that OMN's
coverage highlights the solidarity and support from the Oromo community for the new
church, while also emphasizing the anticipation and optimism of believers in Leo city for

the changes brought about by the new synod and bishop.

It has been heard that the newly appointed archbishop Paulos will travel to

Shashemene city tomorrow.

Shashemene city and surrounding Orthodox Tewahdo followers have a strong belief
that the appointment of the new bishop will bring back those who fled the church to
the church. (OMN, February 3, 2023)

OMN's news story about the upcoming visit of the newly appointed archbishop,
archbishop Paulos, to Shashemene city can be framed as a hope and optimism frame. The
language used in the story is positive and hopeful, emphasizing the potential benefits of the
archbishop's visit and the expectations of the Orthodox Tewahdo followers in Shashemene
city. The story portrays the archbishop's visit as an opportunity for renewal and

reconciliation within the church.

The newly appointed archbishop, archbishop Paulos, is scheduled to visit Shashemene city
tomorrow. The Orthodox Tewahdo followers in Shashemene city are hopeful that the

archbishop's visit will bring back those who have left the church.

The story highlights the positive expectations and optimism surrounding the archbishop's
visit. The Orthodox Tewahdo followers in Shashemene city believe that the archbishop's

visit will be a catalyst for renewal and reconciliation within the church.
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It has been learned that believers are gathered from the city and the zone to welcome
archbishop Asu (OMN, January 298, 2023)

Different preaching classes in Oromia regional state of Oromia, the elders of the
Orthodox Tawahido church are being welcomed by believers. (OMN, January 4,
2023)

Both ESAT and OMN Televisions used human-interest frame in different perspectives.
ESAT used human-interest frame related with the people’s feelings that mainly concerned
the people who were directly/indirectly affected by the crisis. OMN also used human
interest frames that focused on the people of Oromo were ready to support the new synods
to welcome them for flourished their culture. Many interviewees said that they were ready
to welcome new synods. For this reason, for OMN media outlets human interest frame is

the domain frame, (Appendix A, Table: 1).

4.1.2.3 Attribution of Responsibility Frame

The Attribution of Responsibility frame is a concept within the field of communication and
media studies that focuses on how individuals or groups are portrayed as responsible for
particular events, actions, or outcomes. This frame plays a crucial role in shaping public
perceptions and attitudes towards various issues. When discussing the Attribution of

Responsibility frame.

Both ESAT and OMN Televisions utilized the attribution of responsibility frame in their
news stories, with ESAT emphasizing this frame more prominently than OMN. In ESAT's
reporting, the federal government was held responsible for the crisis, while OMN placed
blame on the Holy Synod. This difference in emphasis led to variations in how the theme

of the news was portrayed by each media outlet.

Semetko & Valkenburg (2000) explain that the attribution of responsibility frame involves
assigning responsibility to specific individuals or government officials for incidents that
have occurred or for finding solutions to address problems. ESAT attributed the crisis to
government forces and individuals, highlighting excessive use of force during clashes and

the government's support for church takeovers. They portrayed the crisis as a failure of the
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government to prevent violence and protect citizens, calling for immediate action and

accountability from political actors.

In contrast, OMN attributed the crisis to specific actors within the Orthodox Church,
focusing on linguistic and cultural factors contributing to the split. They emphasized the
importance of spiritual leaders familiar with Oromo culture and language. OMN framed
the crisis as an internal matter within the Orthodox Church, highlighting the roles of
religious authorities and suggesting resolution based on Church canon. While both outlets
addressed attribution and responsibility, ESAT directed blame towards the government for
taking action, while OMN focused on internal Church dynamics and resolution based on

religious principles.

The key point of the story is the different approaches taken by ESAT and OMN in
attributing responsibility for the crisis within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahdo Church.
ESAT focused on governmental accountability and intervention, highlighting failures in
preventing violence and protecting citizens. On the other hand, OMN emphasized internal
Church dynamics and cultural considerations, suggesting solutions based on religious
principles and leadership familiar with Oromo culture. The variation in framing highlights

differing perspectives on the root causes of the crisis and potential paths to resolution.

ESAT framed the news stories based on Attribution and responsibility frame

as:

Registered under No. L / T /497 / 152 / 2015 and dated February 2, 2015. We are
explaining that the letter which is being circulated in various social networks is not
known by His Holiness or his office as being written and signed by His Holiness
archbishop Mathias I, Patriarch of Ethiopia, Chief Pope Zeaksum Woechge Mebare
Tekle Religion; We urge you to protect ourselves and our church from the false

information that is produced by modern technology. (ESAT, February 2, 2015)

The news story from ESAT regarding the Special Office of the Patriarch of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church can be framed in the attribution of responsibility frame by
emphasizing the clarification made by the office regarding a circulated letter. The tone
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should convey a sense of authority and clarity, highlighting the official statement
disassociating His Holiness from the letter in question. Key points of the story include the
denial of the letter's authenticity by the Patriarch's office and the call to protect the church
from misinformation spread through modern technology.

In a concise and clear manner, the news story can be presented as an official response from
the Special Office of the Patriarch addressing a circulated letter falsely attributed to His
Holiness Abune Mathias I. The attribution of responsibility frame should underscore the
office's proactive stance in clarifying the misinformation and urging vigilance against false
information propagated through social networks. The key focus lies on the office's
commitment to safeguarding the reputation and integrity of the Ethiopian Orthodox

Tewahedo Church amidst the spread of misleading content.

Although the Holy Synod did not change its position, in yesterday's discussion, the
government accepted the call of the church and agreed to solve the problem of the
church (ESAT, February 2, 2015)

The news stories from ESAT can be framed within the attribution of responsibility frame
by highlighting the actions and statements of the Special Office of the Patriarch of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. The language used in the first story emphasizes a
sense of responsibility and accountability by clarifying that a letter circulating on social
networks, purportedly written and signed by His Holiness archbishop Mathias I, was not
known or authorized by the Patriarch or his office. The tone conveys a message of caution
against false information and a call to protect the church from misinformation spread
through modern technology, attributing the responsibility to safeguard the church's

integrity to the faithful and the community.

In the second story, the language and tone used by ESAT highlight a sense of
responsibility and cooperation between the Holy Synod and the government in resolving
issues affecting the church. Despite the Synod maintaining its position, the government is
portrayed as accepting the church's call and agreeing to address the church's problems.
This framing attributes responsibility to both the church and the government for working

together towards a solution, emphasizing a collaborative approach to addressing challenges
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within the religious community and suggesting a shared accountability for ensuring the

well-being of the church and its followers.

OMN TV framed the news stories based on Attribution and responsibility

frame as:

In its statement, the new Synod pointed out that if the previous Synod removed its
racist and political lens, the request that the people be served in the language is
appropriate and fair. (OMN, February 3 2023)

In terms of attribution and responsibility framing, the coverage from OMN on the 2023
EOC crisis places a significant emphasis on assigning blame and responsibility for the
situation. The report highlights the actions and decisions of specific individuals within the
Synod, portraying them as responsible for the current crisis. The language used in the
coverage suggests a clear attribution of fault to certain members of the Synod, particularly
those accused of racism and political bias. This framing implies a narrative of
accountability and culpability, focusing on holding individuals responsible for their actions
and decisions that have contributed to the conflict within the Synod. The overall tone of the
coverage appears to be focused on assigning blame and responsibility, highlighting the role
of specific actors in the crisis. This framing falls under the attribution and responsibility
frame category, emphasizing accountability and culpability in the context of the EOC

crisis.

Following the establishment of the new synod and the appointment of a new
bishop for the diocese, the respondents pointed out that the believers should
understand that those who were angered by the decision are individuals whose
personal interests have been affected, who have no regard for other followers of
the faith and who are promoting their personal interests under the guise of
religion. (OMN, February 3 2023)

The selected coverage from OMN on the 2023 EOC crisis is framed within an attribution
and responsibility frame. The language used in the report emphasizes assigning blame and
responsibility for the crisis, highlighting the actions and decisions of specific individuals
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within the Synod as responsible for the current situation. The coverage portrays certain
members of the Synod as being at fault, particularly those accused of racism and political
bias, implying a narrative of accountability and culpability. The overall tone of the
coverage appears to be focused on holding individuals responsible for their actions and
decisions that have contributed to the conflict within the Synod. Therefore, the framing of
the crisis in this coverage falls under the attribution and responsibility frame category,

emphasizing accountability and culpability in the context of the EOC crisis.

The Synods stated that the rumor that the new synod was banned is far from the
truth.

The spokesperson of the new synods teacher Haile Michael Tadesse said that the
court has ordered the new synod to continue with the churches it has so far and not
to build a new one for the time being. (OMN, 10 February 2023)

OMN's news story about the statement from the new synods regarding the court order can
be framed as an attribution of responsibility frame. The language used in the story is clear
and direct, emphasizing the role of the court in making the decision to ban the construction
of new churches by the new synod. The story portrays the court as responsible for the

decision and calls on the new synod to respect the court's authority.

The new synods have stated that the rumor that the new synod was banned is far from the
truth. However, the court has ordered the new synod to stop building new churches for the

time being.

The new synod is responsible for respecting the court's decision. The court has the
authority to make decisions regarding religious matters, and the new synod must abide by

those decisions.

The followers of the faith said that the condemnation and statements made by the
previous synod in connection with the newly established Orthodox Church will divide
the church (OMN, February 3, 2023)
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The followers of the faith have accused the previous synod of causing division within the
church. They believe that the statements made by the previous synod regarding the newly
established Orthodox Church have exacerbated the conflict and made it more difficult to

achieve reconciliation.

The story calls on the previous synod to take responsibility for its actions and to work
towards reconciliation. The followers of the faith believe that the previous synod must

apologize for its mistakes and take steps to rebuild trust with the Oromo people.

The newly formed Synod of the Orthodox Tewahedo Church condemned 12

members of the existing Synod.

He decided that these bishops should be raised from the rank of deacon to the
rank of archbishop and henceforth be called by the title of Ato. (OMN, February
32023)

The news stories from OMN can be framed within the attribution of responsibility frame
by highlighting the actions and statements of the different Synods in the Orthodox
Tewahedo Church. The language and tone used in the articles convey a sense of

accountability and responsibility within the religious organization.

In the first story, the Synod of Oromia and Nationalities is portrayed as attributing
responsibility to the former members of the Synod for prioritizing their political and
economic interests over the well-being of believers and their religion. The language used
suggests a criticism of these individuals for their perceived lack of focus on serving the

people and upholding the values of the faith.

In the second story, the new Synod is depicted as responding to the condemnations and
statements issued by the previous Synod by attributing responsibility for dividing the
church to their actions. The language employed emphasizes the need for unity within the
religious community and implies that the previous Synod's decisions have had a negative

impact on the church's cohesion.
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Lastly, in the third story, the newly formed Synod is shown to take responsibility for
condemning 12 members of the existing Synod and deciding to raise them to the rank of
archbishop. The language used suggests that these actions were taken in response to
individuals whose personal interests were deemed to be affecting the broader community,

highlighting a sense of accountability and responsibility within the church hierarchy.

Overall, these news stories from OMN frame the actions and decisions of the different
Synods within the Orthodox Tewahedo Church through an attribution of responsibility
lens, emphasizing accountability, unity, and the prioritization of the well-being of believers
and the faith community.

4.1.2.4 Peace Frame

A Peace Frame refers to a particular perspective or mindset that emphasizes the importance
of peace, non-violence, and conflict resolution in all aspects of life. It involves viewing
situations and interactions through a lens of harmony, understanding, and cooperation,
rather than through aggression or hostility. This concept is rooted in the belief that peaceful
approaches are more effective in resolving conflicts and promoting positive relationships.
By adopting a Peace Frame, individuals can contribute to creating a more peaceful and just
world. This idea is supported by research in the fields of peace studies and conflict
resolution (Galtung, 1969).

The excerpts from ESAT's news stories provide evidence of a peace frame being used in
their reporting. The statements from the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church and the
government emphasize the need for peaceful resolution and internal dialogue to address the
disputes within the church. The call for unity and the condemnation of using religion for
political purposes further highlight the focus on peace and reconciliation in ESAT's
framing of the conflict.

In contrast to ESAT's news reporting, which focused on the crisis and legal implications of
the new synod's formation, OMN took a different approach by prioritizing a solidarity-
oriented frame. OMN's coverage emphasized the empowerment and rights of the Oromo
Orthodox community, highlighting the new synod as a means to reclaim their cultural

identity, practice their faith in their native language, and foster inclusivity within the
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church. OMN's reporting aimed to inform and rally support for the new synod among its
target audience, portraying it as a positive development that addressed the linguistic and
cultural needs of the Oromo Orthodox followers, rather than dwelling on the potential
challenges or disruptions caused by the event.

According to Lynch, J.(2010), Peace framing refers to a journalistic approach that
prioritizes reporting on peace building efforts, conflict resolution, and human connections
rather than sensationalizing violence or perpetuating hostilities. ESAT, through Ethiopian
Satellite Television, prioritized promoting peace and unity in its coverage of the crisis
within the Orthodox Church. They emphasized the significance of the agreement between
the two synods on February 15, highlighting the importance of dialogue in resolving
differences and reuniting the Church. ESAT also critiqued Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed for
not playing a more active role in resolving the dispute, recognizing the risk of division

posed by the crisis.

The following excerpt supports the idea of the peace frame in the news stories ESAT used

to frame the stories:

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) Broadcasting Service Agency reported that
the breakaway Archbishops including Abune Sawiros confirmed today at the Holy
Synod that they will accept and implement the agreement both sides reached. (ESAT,
February 10, 2023)

The selected coverage from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) Broadcasting Service
Agency, as reported by ESAT on February 10, 2023, appears to frame the crisis within a
peace frame category. The language used in the report emphasizes the acceptance and
implementation of an agreement reached by both sides, highlighting a tone of
reconciliation and cooperation. The headline and lead focus on the breakaway
Archbishops, including Abune Sawiros, confirming their willingness to accept the
agreement, suggesting a positive step towards resolving the crisis. This framing
emphasizes peace-building efforts and the potential for resolution within the EOC,
portraying a narrative of unity and collaboration rather than conflict or blame.
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The dispute between the fathers of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church was
resolved through dialogue and discussion. (ESAT, January, 16, 2023)

The news story from ESAT on January 16, 2023 suggests that the conflict within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church has been resolved through dialogue and
discussion. This development comes after weeks of tension and division within the church,
as a group of rebel bishops formed a breakaway synod in the Oromia region, accusing the
church leadership of discrimination and cultural hegemony. The resolution was facilitated
by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, who is himself from the Oromo community and had been
accused of supporting the dissidents. The key point of the story is that the church has
managed to heal the rift and bring back the "lost sheep," as Abiy put it, by reinstating the
excommunicated archbishops and committing to expand services in the Oromo language.
However, the church also acknowledged that divisions remain and that the complicated
relationship between the EOTC and the state is likely to keep causing tension and

controversy in the future.

His Holiness made a statement this morning regarding the illegal " Bishops" case,
stating that the case was carried out illegally without the approval of the Holy
Synod. (ESAT, January, 22, 2023)

The selected coverage from ESAT regarding the dispute within the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church frames the crisis within a peace frame category. The language used in
the reports emphasizes dialogue and discussion as the means of resolving the conflict,
highlighting a tone of reconciliation and cooperation. The headlines and leads focus on key
figures within the church, such as His Holiness Abune Mathias | and Archbishop Zeaxum
Wechige, who are depicted as actively working towards resolving the dispute through
peaceful means. The emphasis is on the resolution of the crisis through dialogue, with a
positive outlook on the potential for unity within the church. This framing suggests a
narrative of peace-building efforts and collaboration, portraying a message of

reconciliation rather than conflict or division.
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The Fathers who were called arrived immediately and held a plenary session on
January 18, 2015 and passed a decision on the illegal act mentioned above
according to the law of the Church. (ESAT, January 1, 2023)

The selected coverage from ESAT on the dispute within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church is framed within a peace frame category. The language used in the report
emphasizes dialogue and discussion as the means of resolving the conflict, highlighting a
tone of reconciliation and cooperation. The headline and lead focus on key figures within
the church; such as His Holiness Abune Mathias | and Archbishop Zeaxum Wechige, who
are depicted as actively working towards resolving the dispute through peaceful means.
The emphasis is on the resolution of the crisis through dialogue, with a positive outlook on
the potential for unity within the church. This framing suggests a narrative of peace-
building efforts and collaboration, portraying a message of reconciliation rather than

conflict or division.

The government believes that the recent separation between the fathers of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church should be resolved peacefully and internally.
(ESAT, January 28, 2015)

The selected coverage from ESAT on the dispute within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church is framed within a peace frame category. The language used in the report
emphasizes dialogue and discussion as the means of resolving the conflict, highlighting a
tone of reconciliation and cooperation. The headline and lead focus on key figures within
the church; such as His Holiness Abune Mathias | and Archbishop Zeaxum Wechige, who
are depicted as actively working towards resolving the dispute through peaceful means.
The emphasis is on the resolution of the crisis through dialogue, with a positive outlook on
the potential for unity within the church. This framing suggests a narrative of peace-
building efforts and collaboration, portraying a message of reconciliation rather than

conflict or division.

"It is absolutely unacceptable to use the problem that happened in the Ethiopian

Orthodox Tewahdo Church for political purposes or for other interests” !!
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Mr. Demeke officer (ESAT, January 23, 2023)

The news story from ESAT on January 23, 2023 highlights the ongoing conflict within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, as Deputy Prime Minister Demeke Mekonnen
condemns attempts to politicize the church's internal crisis. Demeke's statement suggests
that certain parties are trying to exploit the tensions for their own political gain or interests,
which he deems "absolutely unacceptable.” This development underscores the highly
charged and polarized nature of the conflict, with the government accusing some factions
of using the church's troubles to further their political agendas. The key point of the story is
that the conflict has now spilled over into the political realm, with the government warning
against any attempts to manipulate the church's internal affairs for political purposes. This

could further complicate efforts to resolve the crisis and heal the rift within the church.

In the centuries-old process of building the Ethiopian state, we have built many of
the values of solidarity, bravery, standing together and falling together for the
common national existence and sovereignty that we are proud of (ESAT, January
23, 2023)

The selected coverage from ESAT on the dispute within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church is framed within a peace frame category. The language used in the report
emphasizes dialogue and discussion as the means of resolving the conflict, highlighting a
tone of reconciliation and cooperation. The headline and lead focus on key figures within
the church; such as His Holiness Abune Mathias | and Archbishop Zeaxum Wechige, who
are depicted as actively working towards resolving the dispute through peaceful means.
The emphasis is on the resolution of the crisis through dialogue, with a positive outlook on
the potential for unity within the church. This framing suggests a narrative of peace-
building efforts and collaboration, portraying a message of reconciliation rather than
conflict or division. Additionally, the statement from the Oromia National Regional
Government reinforces the peace frame by highlighting the importance of not using
religion for political purposes and emphasizing national unity and solidarity, further

supporting the narrative of peace and cooperation in resolving the crisis.
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In relation to this, the Prime Minister of IFED, Honorable Dr. Abiy Ahmed, called
for a discussion based on this call of our church, however, due to the idea that the
discussion should be held in the grounds of the Patriarchate of Menbere, he held a
deep discussion with the elders on the matter, and the number of security vehicles
and security forces. (ESAT, January 23, 2023)

The selected coverage from ESAT on the dispute within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church is framed within a peace frame category. The language used in the report
emphasizes dialogue and discussion as the means of resolving the conflict, highlighting a
tone of reconciliation and cooperation. The headline and lead focus on key figures within
the church; such as His Holiness Abune Mathias | and Archbishop Zeaxum Wechige, who
are depicted as actively working towards resolving the dispute through peaceful means.
The emphasis is on the resolution of the crisis through dialogue, with a positive outlook on
the potential for unity within the church. This framing suggests a narrative of peace-
building efforts and collaboration, portraying a message of reconciliation rather than
conflict or division. Additionally, the statement from the Oromia National Regional
Government reinforces the peace frame by highlighting the importance of not using
religion for political purposes and emphasizing national unity and solidarity, further

supporting the narrative of peace and cooperation in resolving the crisis.

The Blessed Fathers, including the Holy Patriarch, are having a discussion with the
Prime Minister (ESAT, January 23, 2023)

The Holy Synod condemned three bishops who separated them from the Orthodox
Tewahedo Church for establishing an illegal synod and apologized. (ESAT,
February 8, 2015)

The selected coverage from ESAT on the dispute within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church is framed within a peace frame category. The language used in the report
emphasizes dialogue and discussion as the means of resolving the conflict, highlighting a
tone of reconciliation and cooperation. The headline and lead focus on key figures within
the church; such as His Holiness Abune Mathias | and Archbishop Zeaxum Wechige, who

are depicted as actively working towards resolving the dispute through peaceful means.
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The emphasis is on the resolution of the crisis through dialogue, with a positive outlook on
the potential for unity within the church. This framing suggests a narrative of peace-
building efforts and collaboration, portraying a message of reconciliation rather than
conflict or division. Additionally, the statement from the Oromia National Regional
Government reinforces the peace frame by highlighting the importance of not using
religion for political purposes and emphasizing national unity and solidarity, further

supporting the narrative of peace and cooperation in resolving the crisis.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) Broadcasting Service Agency reported that
the breakaway Archbishops including Abune Sawiros confirmed today at the Holy
Synod that they will accept and implement the agreement both sides reached. (ESAT,
February 10, 2023)

The news stories from ESAT can be framed within the peace frame by emphasizing the
importance of dialogue, reconciliation, and peaceful resolution of disputes within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church (EOTC). The language used in these stories
conveys a message of unity, harmony, and cooperation among church leaders, government
officials, and regional authorities to promote peace and stability within the religious

community.

The key point of these stories is to highlight the efforts made by the EOTC leadership,
including the breakaway Archbishops and the Holy Synod, to accept and implement
agreements reached through dialogue and discussion. The tone of the stories underscores a
commitment to resolving conflicts peacefully and internally within the church,

emphasizing the role of communication and cooperation in maintaining peace and unity.

The statements made by His Holiness Abune Mathias | and other church leaders call for
adherence to church laws, respect for internal processes, and a focus on safeguarding the
integrity of the EOTC. The language used in these statements conveys a message of
responsibility, accountability, and a call for faithful followers to guard the church against

external interference or politicization.
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Government officials and regional authorities also emphasize the need for peaceful
resolution and non-politicization of religious issues within the EOTC. The language used
in their statements underscores a commitment to upholding values of solidarity, bravery,
and national sovereignty while promoting dialogue and cooperation to address internal

disputes within the church.

Overall, these news stories highlight the importance of maintaining peace, stability, and
respect for religious institutions within the EOTC. The framing of these stories within the
peace frame emphasizes the significance of dialogue, reconciliation, and adherence to
established norms in resolving conflicts and promoting unity within the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

4.1.2.5 Policy Frame
A policy frame refers to the overall structure and approach of a policy, guiding its

development and implementation (Sabatier, 2007)

OMN's reporting on policy issues is characterized by a deep dive into the details and
implications of government decisions. In their recent news report, they highlighted the
welcoming of new synod in various preaching classes, signaling a potential shift in
religious education policies. The coverage also mentioned the involvement of senior Phase
of East Wollega Preacher Abuna Barsuma in registering resources for church activities,
indicating a proactive approach to organizational management. By providing this level of
detail, OMN's reporting helps viewers understand the intricacies of policy changes and

their impact on different stakeholders.

In contrast, ESAT's news reporting style tends to focus more on delivering breaking news
updates rather than in-depth policy analysis. While OMN delves into the nuances of
government decisions, ESAT may not provide the same level of depth in their coverage.
As a result, viewers relying solely on ESAT for news updates may not have a
comprehensive understanding of the implications of policy changes like the welcoming of
new synod in preaching classes. This difference in reporting approaches highlights the
importance of seeking out multiple news sources to gain a well-rounded perspective on

policy issues.
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Overall, the contrasting approaches of OMN and ESAT in reporting on policy issues
showcase the diversity of news coverage available to viewers. OMN's policy-focused
reporting offers detailed insights into government decisions and their implications,
providing a valuable resource for those seeking in-depth analysis. On the other hand,
ESAT's fast-paced news updates may be better suited for those looking for quick
information on breaking events. By comparing and contrasting these two outlets' reporting
styles, viewers can make informed decisions about where to turn for news coverage that

aligns with their information needs and preferences.

The following excerpt supports the idea of the policy in the news stories OMN used to

frame the stories

Has been announced that the Phaphaas and Hephisophos are welcomed in different

preaching classes will start working.

The senior Phase of East Wollega Preacher Abuna Barsuma to make you work,
registering the resources of the church to start working, it shows that they have
written letter to the church leaders. (OMN, February 10, 2023)

The news stories from OMN can be framed within the policy frame by highlighting the
implementation of new policies within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church (EOTC)
regarding the inclusion of Phaphaas and Hephisophos in preaching classes. The language
used in these stories conveys a message of institutional change and policy reform aimed at
expanding opportunities for religious leaders to enhance their skills and contribute to the
church's mission. The key point of the story is the announcement that the new synod will
be welcomed into different preaching classes, signaling a shift in the church's policies to

promote inclusivity and professional development among its clergy.

Additionally, the involvement of senior Phase of East Wollega Preacher Abuna Barsuma in
registering resources of the church to start working demonstrates a proactive approach to
policy implementation within the EOTC. The language used in this aspect of the story
underscores a commitment to organizational efficiency and strategic planning in aligning

resources with church objectives. The key point here is the initiative taken by Abuna
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Barsuma to write a letter to church leaders, signaling a systematic effort to ensure

compliance with new policies and streamline operations within the church.

4.1.2.6 Cultural Frame

The Cultural Frame involves exploring the ethnic diversity and traditions that influence
perceptions and behaviors, shaping individuals within a particular society (Johnson &
Smith, 2019). It delves into the values, beliefs, and customs unique to different cultures,
providing insights into how these factors impact societal norms and interactions, ultimately
enriching our understanding of human diversity and interconnectedness. This perspective
emphasizes the significance of cultural heritage in shaping identities and fostering a sense

of belonging within communities.

OMN media cultural, known for its cultural sensitivity, provides a distinctly Oromo
perspective in its reporting. The coverage of events like the synods demonstration
highlights themes of unity and inclusivity within the Oromo community, showcasing their

collective strength and peaceful expression of identity.

Regardless of differences in religious beliefs, political opinions, or social class, the Oromo
people in Finfinne and the surrounding regions come together, demonstrating their
solidarity. OMN's celebratory tone and emphasis on unity are evident, with mentions of
diaspora involvement, such as the new Synods committee in North America led by Luba

Samuel Jabesa.

In contrast, ESAT maintains an objective stance in its reporting, focusing on presenting
facts without cultural embellishments. Acknowledging events like the synods
demonstration and Abuna Paulos' reception in Shashamane, ESAT avoids delving into

specific religious or ethnic affiliations.

News synod's message about identity, equality, peace, and love is delivered matter-of-
factly by ESAT, allowing viewers to interpret events independently. The warm welcome
for Abuna Paulos is reported without sentimentality, reflecting ESAT's commitment to
balanced reporting.
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Both OMN and ESAT cater to different audiences. OMN appeals to cultural pride and
unity within the Oromo community, while ESAT aims for impartiality and transparency.
Viewers can choose between OMN's emotional resonance and cultural context or ESAT's
factual analysis based on their preferences. Ultimately, both outlets contribute uniquely to
Ethiopia's media landscape, offering diverse perspectives for viewers to engage with news

events.

The following excerpt supports the idea of the cultural in the news stories OMN TV used

to frame the stories

On this demonstration, Oromo people living in Finfinne and its surrounding
regional state by participating without difference of religion, opinion and class.
The leader of the new synods committee of North America Luba Samuel Jabesa.
(OMN, February 05, 2015E/C)

Abuna Paulos Synods said that the new respect of identity, equality, peace and love
for the people of Ethiopia (OMN, February 4, 2023)

The news stories from OMN can be framed within the policy frame by highlighting the
calls for support and demonstrations by the synods of nations and nationalities,
emphasizing unity and inclusivity among Oromo people regardless of differences. The
language used in these stories conveys a message of solidarity and collective action
towards a common goal of advocating for respect, equality, peace, and love for all
Ethiopians. The key point of the story is the mobilization of Oromo people in Finfinne and
its surrounding regions to demonstrate support for these values, as led by the new Synods
committee of North America represented by Luba Samuel Jabesa.

Furthermore, the statements made by Abuna Paulos synods underscore a commitment to
promoting respect for identity, equality, peace, and love among the people of Ethiopia. The
language used in these statements reflects a policy orientation towards fostering
understanding and harmony within communities, emphasizing the importance of valuing
humanity and cultural identity. The key point here is the recognition and advocacy for

fundamental values that contribute to social cohesion and unity among diverse populations.
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Lastly, the warm welcome received by Abuna Paulos in Shashamane town highlights the
significance of community engagement and support for religious leaders who promote
values of respect and identity. The language used in describing the reception in
Shashamane conveys a message of appreciation and willingness to sacrifice for the greater
good of humanity and cultural heritage. The key point of this story is the demonstration of
local support for leaders who embody principles of inclusivity and compassion, signaling a
grassroots commitment to upholding policies that prioritize respect and unity within

communities.

4.1.2.7 Conflict between religious factions and security forces Frame

The Conflict Frame between religious factions and security forces highlights tensions and
clashes arising from differing beliefs and responses to authority (Garcia & Martinez,
2020). It underscores the complexities of interactions between religious groups and law
enforcement, shedding light on the challenges posed by divergent ideologies and power
dynamics in conflict situations. This frame delves into the impacts on social cohesion and

security, emphasizing the need for dialogue and conflict resolution strategies.

ESAT, a media outlet known for its critical stance towards the government, has reported on
security forces gathering at night in Shashemene city. Their investigative tone suggests a
potential clash or confrontation, heightening the sense of tension and unrest. By omitting
administrative details, ESAT prioritizes scrutinizing government actions and highlighting

perceived risks to civil liberties.

In contrast, OMN takes a more contextual approach to the same news. While
acknowledging the situation, OMN's informative tone suggests there is more to the story
than meets the eye. Their reporting appeals to an audience interested in deeper

understanding, rather than sensationalizing the news.

OMN aims to foster awareness and dialogue about the interplay between religious factions,
security forces, and community dynamics. This approach differs from ESAT's conflict-
focused reporting, which caters to viewers seeking immediate alerts and a critical

perspective on government actions.
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ESAT's reporting style is characterized by a sense of urgency and a focus on highlighting
potential threats. Their audience is likely seeking timely information and a critical analysis

of government actions.

In conclusion, both ESAT and OMN contribute to Ethiopia's media landscape with their
distinct voices and purposes. ESAT's approach appeals to those seeking urgent alerts and a
critical perspective, while OMN's contextual lens attracts viewers interested in nuanced
exploration of security dynamics. The choice between these two outlets offers viewers a

range of perspectives on the same events.

The following excerpt supports the idea of the Conflict between religious factions and

security forces frame in the news stories ESAT used to frame the stories
A warning message from Shashemene city

Information received from the area shows that the security forces of Shashemene city
were gathering at night. (February 3/20232 E.C. ESAT)

The selected news report from ESAT on February 3, 2015, frames the crisis in Shashemene
city as a potential conflict between religious groups and security forces, with a focus on the
dissatisfaction of Orthodox Church fathers with information following their discussion
with the prime minister. The language used suggests a tense situation, with security forces
gathering at night and planning arrests of individuals linked to specific religious factions.
The tone conveys urgency and concern about possible violence against believers,
prompting a call for federal security forces to intervene to prevent a serious human loss in
the city. The headline and lead highlight the warning message from Shashemene city and
the planned actions by security forces, setting the stage for a potentially volatile situation.
The framing of the crisis can be categorized as a conflict between religious factions and
security forces, with an emphasis on potential violence and the need for intervention to

prevent harm to believers.
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4.1.2.8 Administrative and procedural aspects Frame

The Administrative and Procedural Aspects Frame delves into the structural organization
and operational procedures governing the implementation of policies and decisions within
an institution (Lee & Wang, 2021). It scrutinizes the efficiency of bureaucratic processes,
highlighting the significance of adherence to protocols and guidelines in ensuring effective
governance and decision-making. This frame underscores the importance of clear
administrative structures and procedural rigor in facilitating smooth operations and

accountability.

OMN, known for its community-oriented reporting, provides an informative and inclusive
perspective on the news by emphasizing administrative details. They highlight the new
synod’s statement within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, acknowledging its importance.
By mentioning specific ethnic groups like Gambela, Gumuz, Sidama, Gurage, Gamo, and
others, OMN underscores the synod’s efforts to recognize diverse nationalities. Their
audience appreciates updates on administrative decisions impacting religious institutions
and cultural identities, aiming to foster understanding and unity among different Ethiopian

communities.

On the other hand, ESAT, known for prioritizing broader political and societal issues, often
overlooks administrative minutiae in their reporting. While OMN delves into specifics,
ESAT focuses on the broader context surrounding the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
ESAT’s audience expects critical analysis and investigative journalism, seeking
information beyond administrative announcements. The absence of administrative details
in ESAT’s reporting doesn't necessarily indicate disinterest but reflects their editorial

priorities.

In conclusion, both OMN and ESAT cater to distinct audiences with unique preferences.
OMN’s administrative focus appeals to those interested in religious institutions and local
governance, while ESAT’s broader lens attracts viewers concerned about systemic
challenges and power dynamics. The choice between these outlets depends on the viewer’s

preference for administrative insights (OMN) or critical analysis (ESAT). Together, they
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enrich Ethiopia’s media landscape by offering different perspectives on events like the

synod's preparations within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

The following excerpt supports the idea Administrative and procedural aspects of the in

the news stories OMN used to frame the stories
The new synod has stated that there will be new Episcopal church names soon.

As stated by the synod, preparation is being made to name Gambela, Gumuz,
Sidama, Gurage, Gamo and other Ethiopian nationalities. (OMN, February 13,
2023)

The news story from OMN about the new synod preparing to name Episcopal churches in
various Ethiopian nationalities can be framed within the policy frame by highlighting the
significance of this initiative in promoting inclusivity and cultural representation within the
religious community. The language used in the story conveys a message of diversity and
recognition of the unique identities of different Ethiopian nationalities, signaling a policy
orientation towards fostering unity and respect for cultural heritage. The key point of the
story is the upcoming naming of Episcopal churches in Gambela, Gumuz, Sidama, Gurage,
Gamo, and other nationalities, reflecting a commitment to inclusivity and representation

within the religious sphere.

The statement by the synod regarding the preparation for new church names underscores a
policy focus on acknowledging and honoring the diverse identities of Ethiopian
nationalities, emphasizing the importance of cultural inclusivity and representation within
religious institutions. The language used in the announcement conveys a message of
respect and recognition for the rich cultural tapestry of Ethiopia, highlighting a policy
orientation towards promoting unity and understanding among different ethnic groups. The
key point here is the intention to name Episcopal churches in various nationalities,
symbolizing a commitment to embracing diversity and inclusivity within the religious

community.

Overall, the news story about the new synod's plan to name Episcopal churches in different
Ethiopian nationalities can be framed as a policy-driven initiative aimed at fostering
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cultural representation and inclusivity within the religious landscape. The language used in
the announcement reflects a commitment to honoring the unique identities of various
nationalities and promoting unity through recognition and respect for cultural diversity.
The key point of the story lies in the upcoming naming of churches in Gambela, Gumuz,
Sidama, Gurage, Gamo, and other nationalities, highlighting a proactive effort to celebrate

and embrace Ethiopia's diverse cultural heritage within the religious context.

The new Orthodox Tewahdo church synods have stated that it has continued its
work. In the statement the synod gave a few minutes ago, the synod has stated that
the synod is doing a lot of work. Blessed Abune Sawiro's press release has said that
there is no going back. (OMN, 14 February 2023)

OMN's news story about the statement from the new Orthodox Tewahdo church synod can
be framed as an administrative and procedural aspects frame. The language used in the
story is formal and objective, emphasizing the actions and decisions of the synod. The
story provides a detailed account of the synod's activities and plans, and it portrays the

synod as a legitimate and well-functioning organization.

The new Orthodox Tewahdo church synod has released a statement outlining its activities
and plans. The synod is continuing its work and is committed to following proper

administrative and procedural guidelines.

The synod's statement emphasizes the importance of unity and cooperation within the
church. The synod is working to build bridges with other Orthodox churches and to

promote peace and reconciliation within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

The new change of synods started in Ethiopian Orthodox church Tawahido is a new
chapter in the history of the country says Engineer King Begi. (OMN, February, 10,
2023)

OMN's news story about Engineer King Begi's comments on the new synod of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Tawahido can be framed as an administrative and procedural

frame. The language used in the story is formal and objective, emphasizing the official
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nature of the synod and its place within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. The story portrays

the synod as a legitimate and necessary step in the governance of the church.

Engineer King Begi, a prominent figure in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Tawahido, has
described the new synod as a new chapter in the history of the church. The synod is seen as
a necessary step in the administrative and procedural governance of the church.

The story highlights the official and formal nature of the synod and its role within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Tawahido. The synod is a legitimate and necessary body
within the church, and it plays an important role in the governance and administration of
the church.

4.1.2.9 Conflict and governance frame

The Conflict and Governance Frame explores the tension between differing perspectives
and the impact of governance structures on societal stability and decision-making
processes (Gupta & Sharma, 2021). It analyzes how power struggles and communication
gaps can affect governance effectiveness, highlighting the need for dialogue and
consensus-building in achieving sustainable governance solutions. This frame underscores
the intricate relationship between conflict resolution mechanisms and the quality of

governance practices in shaping societal outcomes.

ESAT, known for its critical stance towards the government, approaches this news with a
focus on conflict and governance. Their tone is alert and investigative. By reporting on the
Ethiopian Citizens for Social Justice (Ezema) monitoring the recent problems in the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, ESAT implies that there are underlying tensions
and governance challenges. The mention of closely monitoring suggests an active role in
scrutinizing developments. ESAT’s audience expects them to highlight issues related to
governance, accountability, and potential conflicts within religious institutions. The use of
terms like “problems” and “closely monitoring” underscores the seriousness of the

situation.

OMN's Contextual Approach:
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In contrast, OMN takes a more contextual approach. Their report acknowledges the
situation but also hints at the broader context. By referring to the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, OMN recognizes the church’s historical significance and cultural
importance. Their tone is informative rather than accusatory. OMN’s audience appreciates
nuance and seeks a deeper understanding. They may interpret this news as part of a larger
narrative involving religious institutions, social justice, and community dynamics. OMN

aims to foster awareness and dialogue without sensationalism.

Both outlets serve distinct audiences. ESAT’s conflict and governance frame resonates
with those who view government actions skeptically and seek critical analysis. OMN’s
contextual approach appeals to viewers interested in understanding the complexities of
religious institutions and social justice. While ESAT emphasizes potential conflicts, OMN
subtly invites reflection on the interplay between governance, cultural heritage, and
community well-being. The choice between these outlets depends on the viewer’s
preference: investigative reporting (ESAT) or nuanced exploration (OMN). Ultimately,
both contribute to Ethiopia’s media landscape, each with its unique voice and purpose. In
summary, ESAT’s direct reporting and OMN’s contextual lens offer different angles on the

same event, enriching the overall media discourse.

The following excerpt supports the idea conflict and governance frame of the in the news
stories ESAT used to frame the stories

"> Our party believes that religious institutions in our country play a significant role
in building the values of the society’’. (ESAT, January 24, 2023)Ethiopian Citizens
for Social Justice (Ezema) has been closely monitoring the recent problems in the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. * Our party believes that religious
institutions in our country play a significant role in building the values of the
society”’. (ESAT, January 24, 2023)

The news story from ESAT about Ethiopian Citizens for Social Justice (Ezema) closely
monitoring recent issues within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church can be framed
within the policy frame by highlighting the organization's role in overseeing and

addressing challenges within a key religious institution in Ethiopia. The language used in
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the statement conveys a sense of vigilance and responsibility towards ensuring
transparency and accountability within the church, signaling a policy orientation towards
promoting good governance and ethical practices. The key point of the story is Ezema's
active involvement in monitoring the church's affairs, emphasizing the importance of civil

society oversight in upholding integrity and accountability in religious organizations.

The statement from Ezema regarding the recent events in the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church underscores a policy focus on promoting transparency and addressing
issues of concern within a significant religious institution in Ethiopia. The language used in
the announcement suggests a commitment to upholding ethical standards and fostering
accountability within the church, reflecting a policy orientation towards ensuring the well-
being and integrity of religious institutions. The key point here is Ezema's proactive stance
in monitoring and responding to challenges within the church, highlighting the
organization's role in advocating for good governance and responsible leadership.

Overall, the news story about Ezema closely monitoring recent problems within the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church can be framed as a policy-driven initiative aimed at
promoting transparency, accountability, and ethical conduct within a prominent religious
institution. The language used in the statement conveys a message of oversight and
responsibility towards addressing issues of concern, signaling a policy orientation towards
safeguarding the integrity and reputation of the church. The key point of the story lies in
Ezema's active engagement in monitoring the church's affairs, emphasizing the
organization's commitment to upholding ethical standards and promoting good governance

within religious organizations.
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4.1.2.10 censorship frame

The Censorship Frame delves into the regulation and control of information flow,
exploring the influences of restrictions on freedom of expression and media autonomy
(Smith & Patel, 2021). It analyzes the impacts on public discourse and knowledge
dissemination, highlighting the underlying power dynamics and implications for
democratic principles. This frame emphasizes the critical examination of censorship

practices and their implications on societal information access and diversity.

ESAT, known for its critical stance towards the government, presents the news with a
focus on censorship and restrictions. Their assertive tone highlights the actions taken by
the authorities, implying a broader pattern of control by mentioning the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church and the internet research organization “Net Blocks”. Terms like
“suspended” and “restricted” underscore the severity of the situation, catering to an
audience that expects ESAT to expose government actions limiting freedom of expression

and access to information.

On the other hand, OMN takes a more contextual approach in their report, acknowledging
the government’s decision while hinting at underlying complexities. By referencing the
current issues within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, OMN suggests that there is more to
the story. Their informative tone, rather than accusatory, appeals to an audience seeking a
deeper understanding and appreciating nuance. Viewers may interpret the news as a
delicate balance between religious sensitivities and digital communication, reflecting on
the interplay between institutions and technology. Ultimately, both ESAT and OMN
contribute uniquely to Ethiopia’s media landscape, offering viewers distinct perspectives

based on their preferences for critical analysis or nuanced exploration.

The following excerpt supports the idea censorship frame of the in the news stories ESAT

used to frame the stories

The government has suspended social media services
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The government has restricted social media services in Ethiopia in connection with
the current problem of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, an internet research

organization called "Net Blocks™ has announced. ESAT, February 4, 2023)

The news story from ESAT about the government's suspension of social media services in
Ethiopia, particularly in relation to the ongoing issues within the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church, can be framed within a policy perspective as a measure aimed at controlling the
flow of information and communication during a sensitive period. The language used in
the report suggests a regulatory approach by the government to restrict access to social
media platforms as a response to the unfolding situation within the church. The key point
of the story is the government's decision to limit social media services as a means of
managing the dissemination of information and potentially curbing the spread of

misinformation or incendiary content related to the church's challenges.

In light of the recent developments surrounding the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the
government's action to restrict social media services in Ethiopia, as reported by "Net
Blocks," reflects a policy-driven response to maintain order and control over
communication channels during a period of heightened tension. The language used in the
news story implies a regulatory stance by the government to curb online activities that may
exacerbate the existing issues within the church. The key point here is the government's
implementation of measures to limit access to social media platforms as a means of
managing information flows and potentially mitigating any further escalation of unrest or

discord related to the situation within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
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4.1.2.11 Legal or procedural frame

The Legal or Procedural Frame examines the regulatory frameworks and legal constraints
guiding decision-making processes and actions within institutions (Jones & Lee, 2021). It
assesses adherence to laws and established procedures, emphasizing the importance of
compliance and accountability in upholding organizational transparency and legitimacy.
This frame underscores the role of legal guidelines in shaping governance structures and

ensuring ethical conduct.

ESAT is recognized for its objective reporting style, focusing on the legal aspects of events
like the church suspension petition. They present the facts straightforwardly, highlighting
the parties involved and the legal context without using emotional language. ESAT's
coverage emphasizes the court's rescheduling of decisions and the involvement of various

authorities, allowing viewers to interpret the situation based on legal grounds.

In contrast, OMN takes a more contextual approach, exploring the broader social and
cultural implications of events like the church suspension petition. While acknowledging
the legal proceedings, OMN delves into the significance of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
within the community and hints at potential controversies surrounding the new synods.
Their respectful tone recognizes the church's importance while framing the involvement of

regional and federal authorities as a matter of duty and obligation.

ESAT's reporting provides precise legal information, enabling viewers to understand the
events from a strictly legal perspective. On the other hand, OMN's coverage offers a
deeper societal understanding of the situation, exploring the cultural and social significance

of the church within the Ethiopian context.

Viewers can choose between ESAT's concise legal reporting and OMN's more in-depth,
contextual approach, depending on their preferences. Both outlets contribute uniquely to

Ethiopia's media landscape, providing complementary perspectives on the events.

Overall, the distinct reporting styles of ESAT and OMN offer readers a choice between a
focus on legal procedures and a deeper exploration of the social and cultural implications
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of the issues at hand. Both approaches provide valuable insights and contribute to a more

comprehensive understanding of the events unfolding in Ethiopia.

The following excerpt supports the idea of Legal or procedural frame of the in the news

stories ESAT used to frame the stories

The church was scheduled for Wednesday to make a decision on the suspension
petition

The court rescheduled for next Wednesday, February 1, 2015, to give a decision on
the suspension petition submitted by the Ethiopian Orotodox Tewahdo Church
against the new synods, which are said to be illegal, and against the Oromia
regional government, the federal police and the Oromia police commissions, who are
said to have failed to fulfill their obligations under the law. (ESAT, February 1,
201)

The news story from ESAT regarding the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahdo Church's
suspension petition can be interpreted through a policy lens as a legal and administrative
process aimed at addressing alleged violations of the law by the new synods and
government entities. The language used in the report conveys a formal and procedural
tone, highlighting the court's role in rescheduling the decision on the suspension petition to
the following Wednesday. The key point of the story is the illegal dispute between the

church and the new synods.

The court's decision to postpone the ruling on the suspension petition submitted by the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahdo Church against the new synods and government entities, as
reported by ESAT, underscores a policy-driven approach to resolving disputes within a
legal framework. The language employed in the news story suggests a structured and
judicial process, emphasizing the court's role in adjudicating the allegations of illegality
and non-compliance with legal obligations. The key point here is the ongoing legal battle
between the church and various authorities, highlighting the importance of legal
procedures and administrative measures in addressing conflicts and ensuring compliance

with the law.
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4.1.2.12 solidarity frame

The solidarity frame is a communication strategy that emphasizes the shared experiences
and common interests of a group of people, and encourages them to work together for a
common goal. It is based on the idea that people are more likely to support a cause if they

feel connected to it and to the people involved (Snow, 1988).

The solidarity frame has been used successfully in a variety of contexts, including social
movements, political campaigns, and community organizing. For example, the civil rights
movement in the United States used the solidarity frame to build support for desegregation
and other reforms. The movement's leaders emphasized the shared experiences of African

Americans and their common goal of achieving equality.

Followers of Orthodox Tawahido religion preaching class of Ilu Abba Bor zone said
they will support the new snoods, and they will support the based objective. (OMN,
February 3, 2023)

The news story from OMN on February 3, 2023 suggests that followers of the Orthodox
Tewahedo religion in llu Abba Bor zone have expressed their support for the breakaway
Oromia Orthodox Tewahedo Church. According to the report, these followers have
pledged to back the new bishops and the objectives of the rebel faction. This development
highlights the growing divide within the Orthodox community in Ethiopia, as some
members rally behind the dissident archbishops who have formed a parallel synod. The key
point of the story is that the conflict is now spreading to the grassroots level, with local
congregations taking sides in the dispute over the leadership and direction of the church.
This could make it even harder for the church and the government to resolve the crisis

through dialogue and reconciliation.

This demonstration all Oromo and nationals and nationalities of Sinodos of
Orthodox Waloma (Tawahido) Ethiopia in Washington DC and its surrounding are
invited to participate.(OMN, February, 7, 2023)

OMN's news story about the invitation for a demonstration in Washington DC for all

Oromo and nationals and nationalities of Sinodos of Orthodox Waloma (Tawahido)
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Ethiopia can be framed as a solidarity frame. The language used in the story is positive and
inclusive, emphasizing the unity and cooperation of the Oromo people. The story portrays
the demonstration as an opportunity for the Oromo people to come together and show their

support for the new synod.

All Oromo and nationals and nationalities of Sinodos of Orthodox Waloma (Tawahido)
Ethiopia in Washington DC and its surrounding are invited to participate in a
demonstration. The demonstration is an opportunity for the Oromo people to come

together and show their support for the new synod.

The story highlights the solidarity and unity of the Oromo people in their support for the
new synod. The Oromo people are coming together from all over the world to show their
support for the new synod and its goals of preserving Oromo culture and identity within
the Orthodox Church.

OMN's news story about the support for the new synod from followers of Orthodox
Tawabhido religion in Ilu Abba Bor zone can be framed as a solidarity frame. The language
used in the story is positive and supportive, emphasizing the unity and cooperation of the
Oromo people. The story portrays the new synod as a legitimate and necessary step

towards achieving the goals of the Oromo people.

Followers of Orthodox Tawahido religion in llu Abba Bor zone have pledged their support
for the new synod. They believe that the new synod will help to achieve the goals of the
Oromo people, such as preserving their cultural identity and promoting their language and
culture within the Orthodox Church.

The story highlights the solidarity and unity of the Oromo people in their support for the
new synod. The followers of Orthodox Tawahido religion in llu Abba Bor zone are just

one example of the many Oromo people who are supporting the new synod.

The news coverage from OMN regarding the support of the new synods by followers of
the Orthodox Tawahido religion in llu Abba Bor zone can be categorized under a peace
frame. The language used in the report emphasizes unity and solidarity within the
community, highlighting a sense of support and cooperation towards the new leader. The
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headline and lead focus on the positive response of the followers, showcasing a message of
peace and harmony. The quote from the preaching class further reinforces this frame by
expressing their willingness to support the new synods and their objectives. Overall, the
coverage portrays a narrative of peace and unity within the community, which falls under

the peace frame category.

Abba Afawarq Yohannis said that Oromo should stand with the new Synods without

different religion, class and view. (OMN, February, 6, 2023)

OMN's news story about Abba Afawarqg Yohannis's call for Oromo unity in support of the
new synod can be framed as a solidarity frame. The language used in the story is positive
and inclusive, emphasizing the unity and cooperation of the Oromo people. The story
portrays Abba Afawarq Yohannis as a respected and influential religious leader, and it

highlights the significance of his call for unity.

Abba Afawarg Yohannis, a respected and influential religious leader within the Oromo
community, has called on all Oromo people to stand with the new synod. that unity is
essential for the success of the new synod and its goals of preserving Oromo culture and
identity within the Orthodox Church.

Abba Afawarq Yohannis's call for unity is a reminder of the importance of solidarity and
cooperation among the Oromo people. The new synod is a significant step towards
achieving the goals of the Oromo people, and it is important for all Oromo people to come

together and support it.

Followers of Orthodox Tewahdo religion in West Wollega zone have stated that they
are working closely with Abune Gebriel who is appointed as the bishop of the
country. (OMN, Feb, 6, 2023)

OMN's news story about the followers of Orthodox Tewahdo religion in West Wollega
zone working closely with Abune Gebriel can be framed as a solidarity frame. The
language used in the story is positive and supportive, emphasizing the unity and
cooperation of the Oromo people. The story portrays Abune Gebriel as a legitimate and
respected leader, and it highlights the support that he has from the Oromo people.
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Followers of Orthodox Tewahdo religion in West Wollega zone are working closely with
Abune Gebriel, who has been appointed as the bishop of the country. They believe that
Abune Gebriel is a legitimate and respected leader who will help to achieve the goals of
the Oromo people.

The story highlights the solidarity and unity of the Oromo people in their support for
Abune Gebriel. The followers of Orthodox Tewahdo religion in West Wollega zone are
just one example of the many Oromo people who are supporting Abune Gebriel and the

new synod.

The church of Fayyisa Adunya gofundme is collecting support to help the new synods
that have been established for a long time, the Oromo people and nationalities have
been struggling to serve in your language for so long, they have requested that we
should support these synods. (OMN, February 3, 2023)

OMN's news story about the need for support for the new synod of Oromia and nations and
nationalities can be framed as a solidarity frame. The language used in the story is positive
and supportive, emphasizing the unity and cooperation of the Oromo people. The story
portrays the new synod as a legitimate and necessary step towards achieving the goals of

the Oromo people, and it calls on the people to come together and support it.

The new synod of Oromia and nations and nationalities needs the support of the people.
The new synod is a legitimate and necessary step towards achieving the goals of the
Oromo people, such as preserving their cultural identity and promoting their language and
culture within the Orthodox Church.

The story calls on the people to come together and support the new synod. The people can
support the new synod by donating money, attending events, and spreading the word about

the new synod.

The union of Wabi Macha has announced the support of the new synods church of

Waloma (Tawahido).
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The association has written a letter of support on the new synods' strong stand on

worshiping, learning and teaching. (OMN, February, 6, 2023)

OMN's news story about the Union of Wabi Macha's support for the new synod of the
Waloma (Tawahido) Church can be framed as a solidarity frame. The language used in the
story is positive and supportive, emphasizing the unity and cooperation of the Oromo
people. The story portrays the Union of Wabi Macha as a respected and influential

organization, and it highlights the significance of their support for the new synod.

The Union of Wabi Macha has announced its support for the new synod of the Waloma
(Tawahido) Church. The Union of Wabi Macha is a respected and influential organization

representing the interests of the Oromo people.

The story highlights the solidarity and unity of the Oromo people in their support for the
new synod. The Union of Wabi Macha's support is a significant sign of the growing
support for the new synod and its goals of preserving Oromo culture and identity within
the Orthodox Church.

The unity of the Oromo community in Canada said that it will support the new

synodos in all parts of Oromia and nationalities. (OMN, February 3, 2023)

The news coverage from OMN regarding the support of the Oromo community in Canada
for the new synods in Oromia and nationalities can be categorized under a solidarity frame.
The language used in the report emphasizes unity and support for the new leadership
within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, highlighting a sense of togetherness and
cooperation. The headline and lead focus on the backing of the Oromo community in
Canada for the synods, showcasing a message of solidarity and shared goals. The quote
from the unity of the Oromo community further reinforces this frame by expressing their
support for the new leadership. Overall, the coverage portrays a narrative of unity and
support, emphasizing a sense of solidarity within the community, which falls under the

solidarity or peace frame category.

OMN said that they are waiting to receive the archbishop of Chiro city for Western
Harerge Hageressebket today (OMN, Feb 4, 2023).
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It has been said that Jimma Hageresbeket will receive a new candidate Archbishop

Abune Teklehawariyat tomorrow.

Abune Teklehawariyat will come to the city tomorrow, it has been said that Orthodox

Tewahdo religion followers will come out and welcome him (OMN, Feb 4, 2023)

The coverage of the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis by OMN reflects a tone of
solidarity and anticipation, emphasizing the reception of Archbishop Abune
Teklehawariyat in Chiro city for Western Harerge Hageressebket. The language used in
OMN's reporting conveys a sense of unity and support within the Orthodox Tewahedo
religion followers, highlighting the upcoming arrival of the new candidate Archbishop and
the expected warm welcome by the community. In contrast, the coverage by ESAT may
potentially focus more on the conflict aspect of the crisis, highlighting political dynamics
and potential government involvement. The differences in language, emphasis on specific
events, and overall tone between the two outlets suggest varying framing strategies that

could influence public perceptions of the crisis.

The members of bishops, led by Abuna Sawuros are welcomed to the preaching room

of South West Shoa.

From Sabata to Waliso, hundreds of people were welcomed.

This morning, as the new sinodos planned, Abuna Sawiros went to their preaching

room to bless the people (OMN, Feb 4, 2023).
The news story from OMN on February 4, 2023, reports on the welcoming of members of
bishops, led by Abuna Sawuros, to the preaching room in South West Shoa, from Sabata to
Waliso, where hundreds of people gathered to receive them. The event signifies the
continued support and reception of the breakaway synod led by Abuna Sawuros, despite
the recent conflicts and divisions within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. The
presence of a large crowd and the blessing by Abuna Sawuros at the preaching room
highlight the ongoing schism and the growing following of the new synod in the region.
This development underscores the deepening rift within the church and the persistence of
tensions that have emerged from the formation of the breakaway synod.
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People born from different ethnicities and nationalities requested the new synod to
be assigned in all regions by fathers who give spiritual services in the language of
the people.

The newly established Synod of Nations and Nationalities has said that they respect
the price they are paying to gather the dispersed Christians. (OMN, 13 Feb, 2023)

The coverage of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis by OMN reflects a tone of solidarity
and inclusivity, emphasizing the welcoming of members of bishops, led by Abuna
Sawuros, to the preaching room of South West Shoa, with hundreds of people welcomed
from Sabata to Waliso. The language used in OMN's reporting conveys a sense of unity
and support within the community, highlighting the blessings and spiritual services
provided by Abuna Sawiros to the people. Additionally, the emphasis on the new synod's
commitment to gathering dispersed Christians and respecting the diverse ethnicities and
nationalities signifies a narrative of inclusivity and reconciliation within the church. On the
other hand, the coverage by other outlets may focus on different aspects of the crisis,
potentially highlighting political dynamics or conflicts, showcasing the varying

perspectives and framing strategies employed by different media sources.

Hailemichael Tadesse, the spokesman of the new synod, said that returning the
church to its former unity, holiness, clergy and apostolic identity and saving it from
earthly institution behavior is the main reason for the establishment of the synod.

The new synod was established by the Oromo people to return the church to its former
glory and to protect it from outside influences. The Oromo people are united in their
support for the new synod, which they see as a necessary step towards achieving their

goals.

The establishment of the new synod is a sign of solidarity among the Oromo people. They
are working together to preserve their cultural identity within the Orthodox Church and to
create a better future for themselves and their children.
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The Oromo Union in Germany, we appreciate the decision that our fathers took to
establish a new Orthodox Church, said they support it. (OMN, January 27, 2023)

The news story from OMN on January 27, 2023 highlights the growing support for the
breakaway "Oromia Orthodox Tewahedo Church” among the Oromo diaspora
community. According to the report, the Oromo Union in Germany has expressed its
appreciation for the decision by Oromo bishops to establish the new church and pledged its
support for the dissident faction. This development underscores the ethnic and linguistic
dimensions of the conflict within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, as the Oromo
community rallies behind the rebel archbishops who have accused the church leadership of
discrimination and cultural hegemony. The key point of the story is that the conflict has
now spilled over to the international stage, with the Oromo diaspora organization openly

backing the breakaway synod and potentially providing resources and legitimacy to their.

According to the believers whom OM talked to, they believe that the new synod and

the bishop will solve the problems of the church that has been there for years.

They have said that they will strengthen the service of the church by being with the
bishop assigned.

For this reason they said they are ready to welcome the pope in a warm manner.
(OMN, January 28, 2023)

The coverage of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis by OMN on January 27, 2023,
portrays a tone of solidarity and support for the establishment of the new Orthodox Church
by the Oromo Union in Germany. The language used emphasizes the appreciation and
backing of the decision by the Oromo community. In contrast, the second news item from
OMN on the same date focuses on the anticipation and readiness of believers in Leo city to
welcome the archbishop. The believers express their belief that the new synod and bishop
will address long-standing issues within the church and that they are prepared to strengthen
the church's services by supporting the assigned bishop. The overall tone conveys a sense
of hope and unity among the believers, who are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the new

archbishop. The differences in emphasis between the two news items suggest that OMN's
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coverage highlights the solidarity and support from the Oromo community for the new
church, while also emphasizing the anticipation and optimism of believers in Leo city for

the changes brought about by the new synod and bishop.

4.1.3 Sources of Information for the 2023 EOC crisis News Stories

The news source used by the media can affect the credibility of the facts. In this study, the
dominant news sources which were used by the two media outlets are identified by the
researcher. Framing of the 2023 EOC crises stories considers the type of source of
information used in the selected media outlets. Due to this, both ESAT and OMN
televisions used various sources of information to report the crisis and both of the selected
media outlets also used the same source of information but they presented them in different
framing ways. Hence, not all the sources were used uniformly in ESAT and OMN

Televisions.

Media frames can further influence opinion via the chosen news sources, since news
sources are essential building blocks in news coverage. Journalistic norms dictate that
reporters must “rely on external suppliers of raw material, whether speeches, interviews,

corporate reports, or government hearings” (Shoemaker, 1996, p. 122).

During the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis, They reported based on the statements
of the existing Holy Synod led by Patriarch Abune Mathias and criticized the
government’s interference in the church’s affairs. ESAT also utilized information from
different interviewees, political parties like (Ezema), Government notice, or Holy Synod
who were actively reporting on the crisis within the church. Overall, ESAT's coverage
during the crisis likely reflected perspectives that were critical of the established church
leadership and highlighted dissenting voices within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

“The government believes that the recent separation between the fathers of the Ethiopian

Orthodox Church should be resolved peacefully and internally.”
(January 28, 2015)

(The source of the story: Government Communication Service
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"It is absolutely unacceptable to use the problem that happened in the Ethiopian

Orthodox Tewahdo Church for political purposes or for other interests” !!
(ESAT, January 23, 2023)

(Source: Demeke Mekonon, the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

It is stipulated in our constitution that there cannot be a state religion or a

religious government). (ESAT, February 2, 2015)
(Source :( Government Communication Service)

" Our party believes that religious institutions in our country play a significant

role in building the values of the society’’. (ESAT, January 24, 2023)
(Source: Ethiopian Citizens for Social Justice (Ezema)

" that if the government does not respect the rights of the Church, it will call a
peaceful demonstration in which the entire Orthodox community will participate,
starting with the Holy Patriarch, and declare the abuse to the international
community”’ (ESAT, January 26, 2015)

(Source: The Holy Synod

" It is not acceptable to use religion as a cover for political purposes! (ESAT.

February 3/205)
(Source: Oromia National Regional Government)

“Minister of IFED, Honorable Dr. Abiy Ahmed held a deep discussion with the
elders on the matter. (ESAT, February 3, 2015)

(Source: EOC Supreme Diocese public relations)

“the breakaway Archbishops including Abune Sawiros confirmed today at the
Holy Synod that they will accept and implement the agreement both sides
reached. (ESAT, February 10, 2023)
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(Source: EBC, the Government owned media service)

The selection of specific attributes of a story reflects the perspective of the source feeding
specific frames of interpretation. Sources that are seen as more credible have power that is
more persuasive on opinions (Norris, Kern and Just, 2003). In addition, De Vreese (2005)
links frames to various sources journalists rely on, arguing, “Framing involves a

communication source presenting and defining an issue”.

Relatively OMN Television used various sources of information on the news report.
Oromo congress, Oromo community union, Followers of Orthodox religion in different
region of Oromia and the New Synod spokesperson were the dominant sources; they were
used frequently in OMN Television, In addition to this, Oromo scholars and experts living
in different parts of the world also were used as sources for the news stories.

“We are working closely with Abune Gebriel who is appointed as the bishop of the
country. ” (OMN, 17 February 2023)

(Source attributed from West Wollega zone)

“” returning the church to its former unity, holiness, clergy and apostolic identity
and saving it from earthly institution behavior is the main reason for the
establishment of the synod”” (OMN February 4, 2023)

(Source: Hailemichael Tadesse, the spokesman of the new synod) Hailemichael

Tadesse, the spokesman of the new synod

“We are supporting the new Sinodos' strong stand on worshiping, learning and
teaching. ” (OMN February 14, 2023)

(Source: The union of Wabi Macha, for the support of new sinodos church of

Waloma announcement)

When selecting sources for news reporting, it is crucial to consider credibility, diversity,
and fact-checking to uphold journalistic integrity (Smith, 2020).” Based on the finding,

both media outlets relied on local government communication office, media, interview,
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public, political parties, civil society, and religious institutions, but the way that they used

to frame the news stories is different. It was observed that the news source of ESAT more

than half of the stories relied on the Holy Synod. In contrast, OMN news sources relied on

the new established synod.

The following stories were attributed on the news report from different source for the news

report.

“The force that arrested the archbishop yesterday night and drove him out of the
city is arresting the Orthodox people in Mengesha Asela of Arci Diocese (ESAT,
January 26, 2015)

(Source: Personal interview with W/ro Abeba Getu ,, Victm family ")

"It is the people that are dying, not the leaves that are being broken. This is
politics. The federal government should take responsibility for the killing of the
Orthodox in Shashemene and stop it," (ESAT, January 26, 2015)

(The Story Attributed from His Beatitude Abune Yosef, Archbishop of West RC)

“Today, after a group of lawless people came to Shashemene, the congregations
in the city rang the bells to call the people as soon as the mass was held at two
(2:00) in the morning.” (ESAT, January 26, 2015)

(Sourse: Media of the Orthodox Church called T/M/MA

“Hearing the call, all the believers start going to the church. At this time, the
believers who went to Shashemene St. Michael's Church were standing outside

because the door of the church was closed.

While in this situation, the city police opened fire to disperse the crowd; So far,

one Orthodox youth has received martyrdom. (ESAT, January 26, 2015)

(Source: personal interview with unknown person shot)
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4.2 Discussion of Key Findings

Media framing is the process where news outlets choose which aspects of an issue to
highlight while downplaying or leaving out others, influencing how the public sees the
issue. This method, as explained by (Entman, 1993), involves emphasizing certain facts to
promote specific interpretations and solutions, creating narratives that shape how
audiences understand the news. The way the media frames topics like religious crises has a
big impact on public opinion and policy decisions, guiding discussions and shaping
policies. For example, coverage often focuses on the criminal aspects, portraying migrants
and trafficked individuals as either victims or perpetrators, leading to stigmatization and

discrimination, as noted by (Lee and Kim, 2019).

The first research question asked how the selected media outlets portrayed the crisis. Based
on the research question, the analysis result shows that, in line with their differing editorial
and ideological stances, ESAT News and OMN News evaluated the 2023 EOC crisis in
different ways. According to ESAT News, three bishops led by Abune Sawiros formed a
25-episcopate in the Oromia and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region
illegally and, violating the church’s’ sovereignty and resulting in violations of human
rights, Violence erupted, resulting in at least 30 deaths. ESAT News reporting different
stakeholder’s statement or information However, mostly disseminating the information of

the existing Holy Synod.

However, OMN News weighed the formation of new Synod as a legal to protect its
cultural identity and to serve the followers of the church by their language. OMN News
supports the formation of new Synod in Oromia region and is likely to, and assigned the
blame for the existing Holy Synod.

The media framing theory suggests that media outlets shape and interpret events to fit their
own interests, leading to differing views on the crisis. Media organizations can use framing
to influence public opinion and policy decisions. For example, ESAT News emphasized

the illegality and human rights violations of formation of the new Synod in Oromia region.



ESAT and OMN Televisions framed the 2023 EOC crisis selectively to influence public
perception, with ESAT focusing on crisis-oriented frames and the legality of the new
synod formation, while OMN emphasized solidarity and cooperation, aligning with
agenda-setting theory's idea that media can shape public opinion by highlighting specific
issues (McCombs & Shaw, 1972; McCombs et al., 1997).

(Pauline, 2009) Comparing Pauline's study on media coverage of religious crises in Nigeria
with the current study on the portrayal of the 2023 EOC crisis by ESAT News and OMN
News reveals similarities and differences. Both studies explore how media influences
perceptions of religious conflicts, but they differ in scope and focus. While Pauline's study
looked at broader religious tensions, the current study zoomed in on a specific crisis within
the EOC church. By referencing previous research, the current study continues the
investigation into the impact of media reports on religious crises. The findings from both
studies highlight varying perspectives on religious conflicts in media coverage, reflecting
theories on media framing and agenda-setting. Overall, these studies contribute to
understanding of how media shapes responses to religious conflicts, shedding light on the

role of different outlets in portraying such crises.

The second research question aimed to identify what dominant frames ESAT News and
OMN News used to describe and interpret the 2023 EOC crisis. The investigation showed
that, in keeping with their differing political and ideological stances, ESTA News and
OMN News presented the crisis in various ways. ESAT News the formation of new Synod
as an unlawful and illegal that violated the church’s sovereignty and resulted in fatalities,
injuries, and displacement by emphasizing the crisis’s conflict, human interest, attribution
of responsibility, peace, censorship. On the other hand, OMN News used frames that
emphasized the solidarity, cultural, the attribution of responsibility, policy and the legal
and procedural aspects of the formation of new Synod and portrayed the news Synod as an
legality. ESAT News also portrayed the crisis as had far-reaching consequences, impacting
lives, communication, and the unity of the church. These different frames used by ESAT
News and OMN News can be explained by media framing theory, which suggests that
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media outlets use frames to select, emphasize, interpret, and evaluate certain aspects of

reality to construct a particular version of events that suits their interests (Entman, 1993).

According to the study of (Leila, 2020) study The research illuminates how media framing
influences societal tensions and conflict resolution, offering valuable insights into
understanding news representations of religious-based violence, specifically the Boko

Haram crisis.

Both the current study and (Leila, 2020) studies show how the media's presentation of
religious violence influences public opinion, but they look at different examples. The Leila
(2020) study examines how Nigerian media coverage of Boko Haram affects how people
view Islam and can either worsen or ease tensions and conflicts. It stresses the need to
understand how news stories about religious violence shape public views and can impact

conflicts.

In contrast, the current study focuses on the 2023 crisis in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
and how ESAT News and OMN News portrayed the events differently based on their
political views. ESAT News highlighted conflict, human stories, responsibility, peace, and
censorship, painting the formation of a new Synod as illegal with negative consequences.
On the other hand, OMN News emphasized unity, cultural aspects, responsibility, policy,
and legal aspects, presenting the new Synod as legitimate. Both studies highlight how
media framing influences public understanding of religious conflicts, but they examine

different cases and perspectives.

Based on the third research question, the source of information used by both media outlets
on their news reports were identified within the study? Both media outlets used different
sources for their news and both media prioritized a variety of sources by choosing the
dominant sources of information. In addition, both media outlets used on their news stories

of similar sources in different perspective.

During the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis, ESAT and OMN Television presented
contrasting perspectives by relying on different sources. ESAT predominantly featured
statements from the Holy Synod led by Patriarch Abune Mathias criticizing government
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interference and incorporated voices from political parties like Ezema and government
notices. In contrast, OMN drew from a diverse pool of sources including the Oromo
Congress, Oromo community union, Orthodox followers in Oromia, the New Synod
spokesperson, and Oromo scholars worldwide. The selection of sources influenced the
framing, with ESAT being critical of church leadership and government involvement,

while OMN supported the new synod's objectives

Both ESAT and OMN utilized various sources such as local government offices, media,
interviews, and civil society organizations in their coverage. However, the use of diverse
sources emphasizes the importance of credibility, diversity, and fact-checking in
maintaining journalistic integrity and providing a comprehensive understanding of
complex events. By cross-checking information from various credible sources, media
outlets can ensure that their coverage is accurate, balanced, and reflective of the different

perspectives involved in a crisis.

(Ellada, 2015) in titled "Sourcing and Framing Analysis of Source Messages in the
Coverage of Armed Conflicts by American and British Foreign Reporters” Both studies
highlight the crucial role of information sources in shaping media narratives during crises.
The Ellada (2015) study revealed that American and British foreign reporters heavily relied
on specific sources when covering armed conflicts, aligning with war journalism
principles. Similarly, the recent study on the 2023 Ethiopian Orthodox Church crisis
demonstrated how ESAT and OMN Television presented divergent perspectives by

sourcing information from different entities.

Both studies underscore the significance of diverse sources in media coverage, with ESAT
and OMN incorporating varied voices to present their viewpoints on the crisis. Despite
focusing on different contexts, such as armed conflicts or religious crises, these studies
emphasize the importance of utilizing multiple sources to offer a comprehensive
understanding of complex events and maintaining journalistic integrity while shaping

public perceptions of crises.
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To put it shortly, Comparative news frame analysis examines how news outlets present the
same event, shaping audience perceptions. The study compared ESAT and OMN's
coverage of the 2023 EOC crisis, revealing differing frames due to their journalistic roles
and perspectives. The crisis involved the formation of a new Synod in Oromia region,
increased lay involvement, and changes in decision-making within the Church. This

analysis highlights how media framing influences public understanding of complex issues.
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CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1. Summary

This study was conducted to make a comparative framing analysis of 2023 EOC crises in
ESAT and OMN broadcast Televisions news stories. The study focused on a general and
specific objective, to answer the research question. In the study, qualitative research
approach was employed to conduct the study and it helped to make interpretation on the
2023 EOC crisis news that was framed on ESAT and OMN Televisions. Qualitative
content analysis was employed to analyze and interpret the framing of 2023 EOC crisis
news stories reported in the selected media. The data was collected from websites of ESAT
and OMN news archives. The findings of the analysis showed that both selected media
outlets employed different types of framing for the 2023 EOC crises reports on their news
stories. For this research various types of frames would be utilized and the researcher used
them to frame the disputes news stories as conflict, human interest, attribution of
responsibility, peace frame, Policy Frame, Cultural Frame, Legal or procedural Frame,
Censorship Frame, Administrative aspect Frame, Conflict b/n religious faction & Security
Force and Conflict &Governance. ESAT Television used eight dominant frames and OMN
used six frames in their news report. ESAT prioritizes the conflict, attribution, Human
Interest, Legal or procedural, Censorship, Conflict &Governance and Conflict b/n religious
faction & Security Force frames. OMN focuses on solidarity, attribution and responsibility,

Policy, governance, and cultural dimensions.

For ESAT, conflict frame was the first dominant frame that was used in the news reports.
Human-interest frame was the first dominant frame used by OMN Television whereas
ESAT used human-interest frame as the third dominant frame in their news reports. ESAT
Television, in its news reports, used attribution of responsibility as the second dominant
frame. OMN Television used attribution of responsibility as the third dominant frame on
the news stories. For ESAT Television Legal or Procedural frame was the fifth dominant
frame used in the news stories whereas OMN used Policy frame as the fourth dominant
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frame. For ESAT Television, peace frame was the third dominant frame used in the news

stories. However, OMN ignored this frame in its news reporting.

5.2. Conclusion
This study examined the media framing of the 2023 EOC crisis by ESAT News and OMN
News. The findings reveal that the two media outlets portrayed the crisis differently

highlighting the influence of media framing on public opinion and policy decisions.

According to the analysis, there were significant differences in the news coverage of the
2023 EOC crisis between the ESAT and OMN; the following conclusions were made
based on the three research questions.

% According to ESAT News, three bishops led by Abune Sawiros formed a 25-
episcopate in the Oromia and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region
illegally and, violating the church’s’ sovereignty and resulting in violations of human
rights, Violence erupted, resulting in at least 30 deaths. ESAT News reporting
different stakeholder’s statement or information However, mostly disseminating the
information of the existing Holy Synod. However, OMN News weighed the formation
of new Synod as a legal to protect its cultural identity and to serve the followers of the
church by their language. OMN News supports the formation of new Synod in Oromia

region and is likely to, and assigned the blame for the existing Holy Synod.

% ESAT News indicates that the formation of new Synod as an unlawful and illegal
that violated the church’s sovereignty and resulted in fatalities, injuries, and
displacement by emphasizing the crisis’s conflict, human interest, attribution of
responsibility, peace, censorship. On the other hand, OMN News used frames that
emphasized the solidarity, cultural, the attribution of responsibility, policy and the
legal and procedural aspects of the formation of new Synod and portrayed the news
Synod as legality. ESAT News also portrayed the crisis as had far-reaching

consequences, impacting lives, communication, and the unity of the church.

o,

s ESAT predominantly used statements from the Holy Synod led by Patriarch Abune

Mathias, criticizing government interference, and incorporating voices from political
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parties like Ezema and government notices. In contrast, OMN drew from a diverse
pool of sources including the Oromo Congress, Oromo community union, followers of
the Orthodox religion in Oromia, and the New Synod spokesperson, along with Oromo
scholars worldwide. The selection of sources influenced the framing of news stories,
with ESAT critical of established church leadership and government involvement,
while OMN supported the new synod's objectives. Both outlets utilized various
sources such as local government offices, media, interviews, and civil society,
emphasizing the importance of credibility, diversity, and fact-checking in maintaining

journalistic integrity and providing a comprehensive understanding of complex events.
Main Findings:

% ESAT News emphasized the illegality and human rights violations associated with

the formation of the new synod.

% OMN News presented the formation of the new synod as a legitimate move to

protect cultural identity and serve followers in their own language.

% Both media outlets used selective emphasis to influence public perception and
discourse, with ESAT News using crisis-oriented frames and OMN News using

solidarity-oriented frames.

The differing media framings of the EOC crisis have implications for public opinion and
policy decisions. ESAT News's emphasis on the illegal and violent aspects of the crisis
could lead to increased public fear and support for stricter measures against the new synod.
Conversely, OMN News's focus on the cultural and humanitarian aspects of the crisis
could foster public empathy and support for more compassionate policies towards the new

synod.

One limitation of the study is its focus on only two media outlets. Future research could
expand on this by examining a wider range of media outlets and comparing their framing
of religious violence across different platforms and countries. Additionally, future research

could explore the impact of media framing on public opinion and behavior in more depth.
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This study highlights the significant role of media framing in shaping public perceptions
and influencing policy decisions. The differing portrayals of the EOC crisis by ESAT
News and OMN News demonstrate how media outlets can use selective emphasis to

promote specific interpretations and solutions to complex issues.

5.3. Recommendations

Studies on framing operate under the premise that the portrayal of events and issues in the
media can significantly influence public perceptions and comprehension. Media framing,
whether positive or negative, possesses the potential to mold how individuals, events,
groups, or nations are perceived and referenced by others. This propensity for framing
extends across both traditional mainstream media platforms (such as TV, radio,
newspapers, and magazines) and online media sources, carrying its own set of

implications.

Given these foundational assumptions, alongside the research objectives and the
overarching significance of the study, the following recommendations are offered for
various stakeholders including targeted media professionals, editors, media institutions,
national governments, the for the audience of both media outlets, and other relevant

entities.
Based on these findings, the following recommendations are made:

5.3.1 Recommendations for ESAT News Organization:

% Balance Conflict Framing with solidarity frame: While ESAT's emphasis on
conflict framing provides a political lens to the crisis, it is essential to balance this
with solidarity framing to highlight the cooperation and solidarity of the issue on
individuals and communities. This balance will provide a more comprehensive

understanding of the crisis.

K/

% Diversify Sources of Information: ESAT should strive to use a more diverse range
of sources, including voices from the Orthodox Church, the breakaway synod, and
affected communities. This will help to present a more nuanced and balanced view

of the crisis, reducing the perception of bias.
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R/
L X4

Avoid Perpetuating Racial Animosity: ESAT's reporting should avoid perpetuating
racial animosity and divisiveness. Instead, the outlet should focus on promoting
unity and understanding among different ethnic groups. This can be achieved by
highlighting stories of inter-ethnic cooperation and community building.

5.3.2 Recommendations for OMN News Organization:

R/
L X4

%

OMN should be loyal for the profession of journalism principle rather than working
for the particular group interest reports them without taking one side or another. In
addition, as It was mandatory to report the facts and evidence of the war, such as
the number of casualties, the extent of damage, the humanitarian situation, and the
diplomatic efforts, without distortion, omission, or fabrication. The time of crisis
reporting, they should not become subjective for their ethnic groups.

The sources OMN used in the news report focused on one ethnic interest. The
sources should include different ideas that help the journalist to cross check the
source. Due to this, both selected media should use multiple sources of information

to find out the right information.

Use a Wider Range of Frames: OMN should consider using a wider range of
frames, to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the crisis. This will help

to balance its reporting and avoid the perception of bias.

Avoid Advocating for a Particular Side: OMN should avoid advocating for a
particular side in the crisis, instead focusing on presenting a balanced view of the
situation. This will help to maintain the outlet's credibility and trust among its

audience.

Promote Inter- group Dialogue: OMN should use its platform to promote inter-both
group dialogue and understanding. This can be achieved by hosting discussions and
debates between representatives from both groups of the church’s leader,

encouraging viewers to engage in constructive conversations about the crisis.
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By implementing these recommendations, both ESAT and OMN can improve the
quality and balance of their reporting, contributing to a more informed and engaged
public discourse about the 2023 EOC crisis.

5.3.3. For Researchers:
% Continue to study media framing of religious conflicts: Further research is needed

to examine media framing across a wider range of media outlets and countries.

X/
°

Investigate the impact of media framing on public opinion and behavior: Studies
should explore how media framing influences public perceptions, attitudes, and

actions related to religious conflicts.

%+ Develop tools for identifying and countering biased media framing: Researchers
could develop tools or methodologies to help identify and address biased or

misleading media coverage of religious conflicts.

By implementing these recommendations, we can work towards a more informed and
responsible media environment that contributes to constructive dialogue and peaceful

resolutions of religious conflicts.

5.4 Implication for Future Study
The researcher suggests to future research that it is important to have a clear understanding

of the research methodology and its limitations.

Future research could examine media framing of religious crisis in different cultural
contexts to identify similarities and differences in framing strategies and their impact on

public opinion.

Longitudinal studies could track media framing of religious crisis over time to identify in

framing patterns and their relationship to changes in public opinion and policy decisions.

Experimental or quasi-experimental designs could be used to investigate the causal effects

of media framing on public opinion and behavior related to religious conflicts.
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Studies could explore how audiences receive and interpret media coverage of religious
crisis, considering factors such as audience demographics, media preferences, and prior

knowledge.

Research could focus on developing and evaluating media literacy interventions aimed at
improving citizens' ability to critically evaluate media coverage of religious crisis and

resist biased or misleading information.

By pursuing these directions for future research, we can gain a deeper understanding of the
role of media framing in religious conflicts and develop strategies to promote responsible

and informed media coverage that contributes to peaceful resolutions.
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APPENDICIES

Appendix A

Definitions term for the type of frames used to analyze the story:

v

Conflict frame: It also shows clearly the decision that made to start the conflict
and the issues also grabs the interest of both counties people to involve on the war.

Human interest frame: it presents the human feeling, sadness (including victims

and their families) how the war affect them in their life.

Attribution of responsibility frame: Social problems and issues usually involve a
question of causes and responsibility such as who is blamed or credited for events
(Hallahan, 1999).

Morality frame: this frames reports in the news stories the people often to do
moralize collaboration and the stories give emphasis on the moral fellowship with

two parties as moral inference on the war.

Peace frame: in the news stories peace frame elaborated as the war was over and
the two regions began living in peace together. The story indicates that in the area

of two regions there is no war at all.

Policy Frame: is a structured set of ideas, values, and beliefs that shape how

policies are developed, implemented, and evaluated.

Cultural Frame: is a lens through which policies are analyzed and understood

within the context of specific cultural values, norms, and beliefs.

Legal or procedural Frame: refers to the set of laws, regulations, and processes
that shape and govern policies and decision-making within a specific legal

framework.

Censorship Frame: refers to the legal and procedural restrictions and guidelines

that control the dissemination of information and expression in a given context.
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Administrative aspect Frame: entails examining the organizational and
operational dimensions of decisions or actions taken within a specific context, such

as a governing body addressing structural issues in this case.
Conflict b/n religious faction & Security Force frame:

Conflict &Governance frame: in media framing highlights power struggles,
political disputes, and issues related to governance and decision-making in news

stories.

Solidarity frame: emphasizes the importance of collective action and mutual
support among individuals or groups to address common challenges and promote

social justice.

Source of information: it implies the information that used as a source in the 2023

EQOC crisis news stories.

Type of media: refers the selected media station those give emphasis on the 2023

EOC crisis on their news reported for the audience.

Frame: is the practice of thinking about news items and story content within

familiar context.
Ezema: Ethiopian Citizens for Social Justice.
Wabi Macha : freedom for the Oromo people

Finfine: is the name for the city of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, among the Oromo

people, meaning "natural spring" or "hot springs" in the Oromo language.

Synod: A synod is a council of a Christian denomination, usually convened to

decide an issue of doctrine, administration, or application.
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Appendix B

The Afan Oromo version of OMN news samples used in the text.

Waldaan walgargaarsa Wabii Maccaa deeggarsa Sinoodoosii haarawa Mana Kiristaanaa
Ortodoksii Waloomaa (Tawaahidoo)f gabu ibse. (OMN, Feb 15, 2023)

Arsii Nageelleetti angafa phaaphaasotaa Bataskaana Ortodoksii Tawaahidoof simannaan
taasifamaa jira. (OMN, Feb 4, 2023)

Waldaan walgargaarsa Wabii Maccaa deeggarsa Sinoodoosii haarawa Mana Kiristaanaa
Ortodoksii Waloomaa (Tawaahidoo)f gabu ibse. (OMN, Feb 15, 2023)

Hangafti phaaphaasii kutaalee lallaba Booranaa, Liibanii fi Gujii Abuna Zeenaa Maarqoos
hayyuu naamusaa fi beekumsa olaanaan Mana kiristaanaa tajaajilaa turan ta’uu seenaan

isaanii ni mul’isa. (OMN, January 28, 2023)

Abba Afawarg Yohannis said that Oromo should stand with the new Sinodos without

different religion, class and view ( February 13, 2023).

Arsii Nageelleetti angafa phaaphaasotaa Bataskaana Ortodoksii Tawaahidoof simannaan

taasifamaa jira ( February 04, 2015).

Ibsi Sinoodoosii duriitiin baafame madaalawaa kan hin taaneefi seera duuka bu'ootaa kan

cabseedha jedhe Sinoodosiin Oromiyaafi Sabaafi sablamoota Itoophiyaa (Feb 3 /2023).

Hordoftoonni Amantaa Ortodoksi Tawaahidoo Kutaa Lallabaa Godina lluu Abbaa Boor

hundaa’uu Sinodoosii haaraa ni deeggarra, kaayyoo hundaa’eefis ni tumsina jedhan (Feb
3/2023)

Koreen Qindeesssituu Ortodoksii Waloomaa Oromoo Idil Addunyaa tarkaanfii tibbana
sinoodoosii haaraa hundeessuun fudhatame ilaalchiisuun waltajjii qopheessuuf jedha (31
January 2023).
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Appendix C

The Amharic version of ESAT TV news samples used in the text.

A& L ACL&hD TPAE& L ThCOL: 7 ¢1am ao®lhss, ][]

a® A\ Lo+ Pwmet 100 @PGN Alr7 TUELeO PSR THFCLCh CAN APT RK{at
HATE& L AP RAN HADWHI® @AenD Hao 714 -hA 78795717 -10-0 Alk7 A-(ICY7I° PP AL
HFhUTE PS¢ ALPES ¢OAC SC U4 O-NhtE Ad KRAKN MNaw 1 T TCLCh ¢ 1%

NO-Y7 A@- A PT A’/AOT G Fm-::

P40 TF D Ho TINSG NN TD+ b1 @ T Ulao-t RR/AT 198 ONOm-T ao®lA“8L 5% hP-9-N

LG EN AD-PG Denr, MW 1D T CHhT D7 ao U 77 Nav°1A& -

1. avIC @0Ts hIC @ LA A P7 K]KAT NAONTFDNL @L av ¥ TTCLCh A S.aom T

$CO.Ax

2. @11 hivl-k QUG AL s9°C e71.enhTA@-7 15T Tavdht (19 AL AIP

AAL 1 ET AT T4 PCA A=

3. 9°0aq% (LhCOLe77 haoFo-9° LH (AL N7+ A79me  PG01ITFo T

APCOPA* (January 22, 2023, 2023)

CAERE KGN0 TPAHE& HRCOE L7 P90 LTEAN AN ARCNOT AN ALOANELO T A0

HG “ICH09 OAI0-

¢ltiao. 25 avihAt AHN hCOLEL7?? N7993-AA ChULT AG ¢4t 1INC Navd A7 Fo-

h9.&q £9°C LAm- ao-ix

o Wi For tgas 220N Wi Fo-q 977047 N7 Fo- 01990 (L.T&0 Aot

Tk @A 1 AU

hHé TG 18 +7 2015 9.9° £9°C N+ &9° IATIR N7V F @ A7%9.m9° ©ong.A+ (January 26,

2023, 2023)
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PATEE L AC2LhD TPAhLE LThCOLEe? A°IE V-9eT Afwdht h AH? ¢1Om
av?lAs8L!! (January 31, 2023, 2023)

P90 (LT EN 70T Ot hCO-k k7 ao ¢77.000-0C hu'y he-9-0 T TCeChr E9°C
aA®« KCA-LNAD- L7 CTLAT 40T AATTIR AT Nao Tl N&AT7 ATINT® FP ¢ TTINLON

A7LTL1AR Ando<+!! (February 4, 2023)

¢ ' dafd @V NATan s (ARG LhA@- 7 AL ATLLLND- °12:° DALIET AdMSG
A.LOLIC LI0A DA CAACR L KRG 200 T PAEL LANCOELT TE Ad N (February 4,

2023)

P90 ALTEN0 N6-07 APT RKAVT AG CAURL OO /22 AONCET Ched DAL 2 TE
hUGTEI AMAICT AG FPhansy AL P1HERamm-76G A¢Td.Aar PA®-7 A1 ©T ANCS @hn

N6 Ao A (February 4, 2023)

APk AR ACELNN APhL O hCOELT AQRT aohhd ¢Td.mlo- avh P01
AATIR (W a71&7 NONNR Awe.C avd.d 1 A7SA0T a1/ £9°5A (February 5,

2023)

PACRL KCA 2NN APUEL (L hCOT-£7 “av 7?10 AU @ T 0000 ALL @+ L6 (184

L3Cd emeP ha-T!! (February 6, 2023)

"NATE& P ACELNN TPUL (hCOLke? elhhato? T°C AZALhI® Ty AAAT

GALE T ao P TR 99841 A28 4.69° T+NLY T PAD-I°" !
Cat Laod aohyy (February 7, 2023)

nghtt 5 ¢ 2015 9.9° A99L:4° ¢ L@+ VIC AP G AT FINI° AdG NATTR 1AG PATTYI°

hahLy A7L7LL7 P90 (LT &0 hao<+!! (February 9, 2023)

OAALRE KCA LN TPAEL AR T aphhd P1d.ml @ avA 21 NOAATIR ooy 18 DL LG

NONT AWe-C A79.4.7 a7 1+ A$I° @l LroPhx AHVUI® ¢UIC NTNNP T4
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PILavANIFD- U TLE ALLLTE SI5 N (b ao b1’ 31 av b1’ 3R Y& ITHI° U

YLTIG IR a1t ATC ATRTILTA L7 1Ad = (February 9, 2023)

@7 U PTIMNER TLGE AN TT QAACRL PIRNDT hAAER S AC-2h0
OAHNCOELT @ FR TC IC 0157 ool 7“5t ONeh)” 07T CATTCET V7R AL

LCE T 4 A&CAd: (February 10, 2023)
hACLE ch. &R hAAR av7°101 1 €11 av®1As8L ||

Y2 NMé7 N99L4°1 ¢2°Akh AA9T7 A“704.09° aoybadn 0L PAD-I°

(February 10, 2023)

PG00 TIHCLCHT enI°C N6-97 AOET hnPAL TLL0 T4 IC @-LLT APLhch. 9 LI1GFA!

(February 10, 2023)

PAMCRL ACELNN FPAEL FNCOELTT +58 PTLhIFA®: £4.24-0 hG G G:C& N+
UATE aowd R ao(14 T AG 18741 F°LA1 A=t £6°12 0HH aotink: 14 0!! (February

10, 2023)

N&TC &/ & /497 [ 152 [ 2015 +avHIN A ehekt 2 +7 2015 9.9°. &6 N16-0 @P-5N
A7 TN PGTIR THCLCh CAN APT RAAT HAACR P A.d RAN HANOI® Do)
Hao )¢ hA Y2995 A7R4.Lav- (1t +LCT NHALE T94N-R HNNC (LHPDOC ¢713-¢-
2040 NP %013 Fo-9° U1 (& | bk ¢798F3@P avl 77 APIAK?  Hapy N4.c-@+ £ A,
+PI0Nco hUAPER  hOFE wlE2 T aT77e (b hCOELSTr7  ATL7mNd

ATannA: (February 11, 2023)

P40 LTE&N T°7I° AT ChARI® AT QALLCAI° TATT NiNdo @LL1 a7 INT
POLNCO-E €57 T Nav A $OL-HNCOE £6.7 T1C Aao G =1 NaoN 77791 111 A.LLA ¢ FnNo-

AT R (1AG avd-Hao- k- A= (February 11, 2023)

OAACREL ACELN0 APhL (AhCOEL? AVET oohhd 14.TC ¢iNd@ AN INOT

0771°1C AG @-2L+1 4.7 (February 15, 2023)
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Appendix D
The Amharic and Affan Oromo version of news of source used in the text on both selected

media outlets.

P90 LTEN T°7I° ATNT ChI® AT ONLLCAI° TAYT (il @R+ a7t
PAhCOE 2577 T Nap A POANCOE 267 ToC Aao G-t Nap177 79k 11 A L4 ¢ 3N

AA“TR NAG avd-Hao-y hao-g A= (February 11, 2023)

(F°71: 2901 (LT &0)

@P IR 1987 Aliaw At hOTTA hAAR a7 10°T ¢1(m ao®lAsaL!! [

OA1L-T7 AT hao®m (A QAT Aavd~T @ I0T Ulap 3 N3 R oGl P T av1der

N79£:4°15 N“ThNC HCEAH: N1E-P T7 (LS S L1

VLGt + Lt A7ETTT avnmGhC AAVLP OAAI°G ATD T avld D 1T CAD") 4.2 (lav 5T
N2k oOT ¢ ARIET ATGDVISI° ALTHR ANTFPRE 9961 LroPA

(February 10, 2023)

(Fo7or: EOTIN Nch. &-R hAAR @70t , T18))

N@P 3P 19T hao3 1’ hao- L0 T 1M av®lA8, ||

NAER L ARG 200 T Ph& AT aohhd P d.ml @ avA £ NAATTIR av 18 ND-L LG
NDNT AWLC A784.7 a1’ hdI° awfH LFoPA* AHUI® CUIC T7NAP T4
P av AN F @ U TET ALLLY LU1ENE (1ch ao 31/ T av 31/ 3R Y LITTI° Uy

YLTUG IR av 1t ATC ATRTILTA AL 1Ad = (February 9, 2023)

(F°75P: Lav 31/’ hav-Lh 177 A1AINTF, 250 ANQ)
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"MATER L ACELhN TPV LThCOEe? e1hato? T°C AZALhI° T AAAT

GALE T oMb TLE 07741 hhie: 4.09° 0L ¢A@-g°" 1! (February 7, 2023)
(#°75: A+ Raod avh7Y)

Waldaan walgargaarsa Wabii Maccaa deeggarsa Sinoodoosii haarawa Mana Kiristaanaa
Ortodoksii Waloomaa (Tawaahidoo)f gabu ibse. (OMN, Feb 15, 2023)

( Madda, union of Wabi Macha)

Abba Afawarg Yohannis said that Oromo should stand with the new Sinodos without
different religion, class and view ( February 13, 2023).

(Madda, Abba Afawarq Yohannis)

Hawaasni Oromoo Kaaba Kaalifoorniyaa jiraatu Sinodoosii Oromiyaa fi Saboota fi
Sablammootaa haaraa hundeeffame kan deeggaru ta’uu beeksise. ( February 04, 2015).

(Madda, Hawaasni Oromoo Kaaba Kaalifoorniyaa)

Phaaphaasiin kutaa lallaba Arsii lixaa Abuna Phawuloos Sinoodoosii haaraan kabaja
eenyummaa, walgixxummaa, nagaa fi jaalala uummata Itoophiyaa waliigalaaf akka hojjetu
dubbatan ( February 04, 2023).

(Madda, Phaaphaasiin kutaa lallaba Arsii lixaa Abuna)

Sinoodoosiin Sabaa fi sablammootaa gaafa Guraandhala 05, 2015 ALI’tti Finfinneetti
hiriira deeggarsaa waame (February 13, 2023).
(Madda, New established Synod)

Appendix E
ESAT news website links

1. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17151

2. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17168

CXXVI


https://www.facebook.com/OromiaMedia/posts/pfbid0N6oJqHwKaAG1ybZPhKQaK6hJsM7Me2dhmseAgjwk5WEkhpCZ393bo8XupXJ2HAbtl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX04NKPbRYSdvs8ARoTeui1E7rn3p7rDoGbVIO15fm9zfwNnt4NYeNpSm_I5HUHxbsNTCRAt0Z4Mw1R2ZG7JxDaCLipy-LZ7o9CnHfSxEf_I6gOfSlAHIaBtV1NnrTJ8kCt0if2g5QDi9GnBMx9ZwOhlVM42PO4hHle47Y_540lG-daERX24Jnny36F_Ho0Oaw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/OromiaMedia/posts/pfbid0N6oJqHwKaAG1ybZPhKQaK6hJsM7Me2dhmseAgjwk5WEkhpCZ393bo8XupXJ2HAbtl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX04NKPbRYSdvs8ARoTeui1E7rn3p7rDoGbVIO15fm9zfwNnt4NYeNpSm_I5HUHxbsNTCRAt0Z4Mw1R2ZG7JxDaCLipy-LZ7o9CnHfSxEf_I6gOfSlAHIaBtV1NnrTJ8kCt0if2g5QDi9GnBMx9ZwOhlVM42PO4hHle47Y_540lG-daERX24Jnny36F_Ho0Oaw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/OromiaMedia/posts/pfbid0N6oJqHwKaAG1ybZPhKQaK6hJsM7Me2dhmseAgjwk5WEkhpCZ393bo8XupXJ2HAbtl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX04NKPbRYSdvs8ARoTeui1E7rn3p7rDoGbVIO15fm9zfwNnt4NYeNpSm_I5HUHxbsNTCRAt0Z4Mw1R2ZG7JxDaCLipy-LZ7o9CnHfSxEf_I6gOfSlAHIaBtV1NnrTJ8kCt0if2g5QDi9GnBMx9ZwOhlVM42PO4hHle47Y_540lG-daERX24Jnny36F_Ho0Oaw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/OromiaMedia/posts/pfbid0N6oJqHwKaAG1ybZPhKQaK6hJsM7Me2dhmseAgjwk5WEkhpCZ393bo8XupXJ2HAbtl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX04NKPbRYSdvs8ARoTeui1E7rn3p7rDoGbVIO15fm9zfwNnt4NYeNpSm_I5HUHxbsNTCRAt0Z4Mw1R2ZG7JxDaCLipy-LZ7o9CnHfSxEf_I6gOfSlAHIaBtV1NnrTJ8kCt0if2g5QDi9GnBMx9ZwOhlVM42PO4hHle47Y_540lG-daERX24Jnny36F_Ho0Oaw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17151
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17168

3. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17181

4. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17188

5. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17197

6. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17216

7. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17217

8. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17220

9. https://t.me/Esat tv1/17226

10. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17237

11. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17251

12. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17255

13. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17256

14. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17257

15. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17258

16. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17259

17. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17260

18. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17264

19. https://t.me/Esat

tv1/17265

20. https://t. me/Esat

tv1/17277

Appendix F
OMN news website links

1. https://omnglobal.com/am/23420/

2. https://obal.com/am/23420/ttps://omngl
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https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17181
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17188
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17197
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17216
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17217
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17220
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17226
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17237
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17251
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17255
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17256
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17257
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17258
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17259
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17260
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17264
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17265
https://t.me/Esat_tv1/17277
https://omnglobal.com/am/23420/?fbclid=IwAR39ixFz9vKgoVxMNXXIMZPdNcIXKFyVUDjEQzCa2KqvnE27_04TOp2-ra8
https://obal.com/am/23420/ttps:/omngl

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

https://omnglobal.com/or/23363/

https://omnglobal.com/or/23363/

https://omnglobal.com/am/23031/

https://omnglobal.com/am/23019/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22918/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22784/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22746/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22739/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22819/

https://omnglobal.com/or/22794/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22784/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22761/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22761/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22758/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22752/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22752/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22739/

https://omnglobal.com/am/22819/

https://omnglobal.com/or/22765/

https://omnglobal.com/or/22723/

https://omnglobal.com/or/22723/
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fomnglobal.com%2For%2F23363%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1fUO767PRbe1PSGSUydUQX5SHWWPBZ5hLU480Nr7R6gmdzbkjrZuV8AzQ&h=AT1F-IIfGGZfmbRDDZ8o3d740YTuF9YzKzSVn26PbLeyjd2Zczj6PfSDyE9BrRiqVMqXjRizh003NgrGhutG0YiQzR7nprPvxM9hhF-qMC1o2pRS7PADCuNQHUvvO37Ee8Gn&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ZUfHIXkGNtBwtwMG0vHyJW42GwEl3YifP_VKRgxTfpz1MnJrrtqnh1IZZ8en7GYpDPxFBop1sztVdXCt-f7zVnc251g-qMGaDphnUULNrYVLa6v6SJRLd79EyO0MfRi-zfTDjHo8qNb_2kO6-NTy4VOLBdmRGk_rTK9VLMgr8XfGQNCb5y7eKKrLKPmT66rwR1_Cp6VnYgQ
https://omnglobal.com/or/23363/?fbclid=IwAR1fFHfDqMq8L1yGH2OwDjaoaw-GHV8TySaPrRqTmWRWPHPd7B7tIZSMnXQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fomnglobal.com%2Fam%2F23031%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR16NwR-OoZ55oRcn5_QhvgSdKRBbEx2oN4UKKkqiUPyOlkwYLadu4V9eJ4&h=AT2PZtDSabsOOxapnccnFPEClJh_VjmKol9kWFrZxqkyLX4PkVH-Ehg4s4VSCZYCP15lsVg2Tmwgztw-pdDGMjsOPhquL9X9UHNicCHsuduoMGuIhGq-QqjxkEAw1ej-bNHp&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0hDAd76IXSL1cb6HyG0q8yWcbgLnfgFawawpP_PRtQY5tMcsL2Pwn-1m3DDjNmTcwqQNTSZu2l-qV4WOyJujaFcr7MYYKdGhh2r6h3xqcd-1xCWxMAmDobTUK9UFEM7iYrllpKlMNqBTbnKPnrcSHoEquiYpTdSiX4pl63-83sCO76wvETkKRkmtBRUWTY0-U23tiYgD652g
https://omnglobal.com/am/23019/?fbclid=IwAR0H3PJ6eVuXon205_YJOmXMLWqfvnarb5tYO-E48dHT9hpAaZCXjdF0Ih8
https://omnglobal.com/am/22918/?fbclid=IwAR3cA82tlYNNdtS3nz9dBvlZEeCLPEscnN_Ixgdx-yxYAEPkoXfHVAq0l54
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fomnglobal.com%2Fam%2F22784%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0H3PJ6eVuXon205_YJOmXMLWqfvnarb5tYO-E48dHT9hpAaZCXjdF0Ih8&h=AT0QgLvCwzun6fLOAL9yv9xZM2l8deSVjgj7LIkhcoXXzFWal4qfT31wqt6PtVzfRZRmlkGhc-u1OCGL1YXN9e0mjfL4Ms1Li62Z65WadDWILXEIpx3jV6FOJQno4vbm-McD&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0FKLyUSYOTtmWheX02Oyd6ph0JkfJayeGmVW07S6Bjq1H15Xb3HWgWHNAz7bc_J6cpci-A_62tIT1OdrQSwT9hy1OzZluCCL9rSCEllkT6pgH2YMERiQZVFCSqzKEYwKjNwAOZi5qK3HFHTgoX3r7vbyZGqV6ZjOQMg-gpSIqRzaYNIzAWilAWQDd6qyPgpe4twYzbRxOfGA
https://omnglobal.com/am/22746/?fbclid=IwAR1-HosAMqvlfmF-fJSz0SjcwB7KAiwSJkiXZubscbltcJWXSUeQHjFIm2Y
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fomnglobal.com%2Fam%2F22739%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR16NwR-OoZ55oRcn5_QhvgSdKRBbEx2oN4UKKkqiUPyOlkwYLadu4V9eJ4&h=AT0nTUlUll0TCl9zC8zhjoTuBn5fPY0yI2y1qOPEPQkUDQfBk1hnGDYBhcDafn08HO-6SZWbHxplap6srTHqX3MKp8JbUgTIYTyNJm9qadVItyWjzeNO7m0MNuKyHjUd_l8Q&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0KJYmfZBLYn644ZTJ9DVYcsp-UltvqTJjMMOjEzn0MfOZxYREyb2-V3Wxm0WopuTEpI9bIrJieI4E1p0kUNGipfX2MBJl8L0IIN9YV6BFwdxZa6XFYKXbeZTXGNoAK4kVSntbpU5ugeQz5v8WZsTkEot2lnfGaGMwyx1vIPZ6TgeAStSxWjgmVrz-fUePgXiyxG2w0CwBMhg
https://omnglobal.com/am/22819/?fbclid=IwAR2a9CsnkeD06qGgqAArrVcUkELrIKDHZoFLYJ64V2O_AUI4kSrSmhLPiSQ
https://omnglobal.com/or/22794/?fbclid=IwAR1pPjT8gWt_lJ0MjUHUPPcSVFcezyVBBPVdz413JpEifdRMkimPA30gKxo
https://omnglobal.com/am/22784/?fbclid=IwAR172otdNGbgu4_XWR-WpuAEFgQ3l7WwFDQC63mbC6mx7kd4hd-qt5Ior7I
https://omnglobal.com/am/22761/?fbclid=IwAR37K3Q0yhVC_DDA_jyX7rX6wub-QNPB0_MLfsajrF6F-MUw6PCkk2HlRYU
https://omnglobal.com/am/22761/?fbclid=IwAR39v_beu897CLlD1yr6muuw7Ula4xB7bttJbpKSjjvzncxtn7qMJyVVNFE
https://omnglobal.com/am/22758/?fbclid=IwAR00ejQCcl5XVxarCH0zF-RE54KD702SdC8WHdP56B22flUd9G591yieDGA
https://omnglobal.com/am/22752/?fbclid=IwAR2Rflnengmea9g65Ju_xo19XDYQguhlbcDNYtKUiO_WblPstlI9pF5yhWA
https://omnglobal.com/am/22752/?fbclid=IwAR0z1lQBuzM9yTtCsrTkYiAAvn_WzggsyDwBaYRe7AP4kDYKn3OefGmwI4M
https://omnglobal.com/am/22739/?fbclid=IwAR0ewL0JQnl_oy6yNnVOmuQuhNVqFhHA8lpZFgdmHtI0qreTozu0RTokYcM
https://omnglobal.com/am/22819/?fbclid=IwAR0zlyNLWcT7wVEvq3_pac9KpiCXnf04_6knKRpouwJzV4jIFHXcxi_LRi4
https://omnglobal.com/or/22765/?fbclid=IwAR3lT5qXNcJlyy7ezJ7M8ZnOn5zvUhqEZIyDgrhS0EBy5HP7lx0_gQMaPP4
https://omnglobal.com/or/22723/?fbclid=IwAR3-iaetdh1Xyv2u96QT2fhzwy4zlg_0_0fjgP9tBp_4xAPu2UwJoB96wIQ
https://omnglobal.com/or/22723/?fbclid=IwAR2zyeciXpIK5BBqnt5slN4rUtfC0Ddb4zBY6Scq03Wjp-slSz3C7Sl4sr4

24. https://omnglobal.com/or/22714/

25. https://omnglobal.com/or/22714/

26. https://omnglobal.com/am/22692/

27. https://omnglobal.com/or/22448/

Appendix G
Screen shut from both Media

Screen shut from ESAT

Screen shut from OMN
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fomnglobal.com%2For%2F22714%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3IrbCWwwXiOaLeSEvdAruyYqajAG7tiyePKoGjpLPInIBQgUJsc062BvI&h=AT3US5AmUOmSw7cAdSYh-Vz7J15w08tM9wsWrVTKBVxz7sBrHL81LHzN7CJByrtgYaFJ7vsEo-Ge35SiZOAnRZruQABe69gWbZ7t14VXjfKalwt2U2P39T4vZwwqWSpdUT1Q&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1ZYPAR4thXmaC9DfHGfFMeXPyl7GwC9KJBLkape1LKOsOskvnI0_ATYGF7F05CE2jyHqNocvIOq56XWgfo7WmfTQvATx_esZ010VhicqtAH-6MpKqQpWdsZiz5AcvKyIynSzdZ_ZZ5pGt4sCzyZmOrJHQZNA-EHqxXk1SiHA8es5M_1qpaU0BdI5A7A0rwX52FMolbT75hvA
https://omnglobal.com/or/22714/?fbclid=IwAR1TyLhRitik4FseTj0xWf4SqvRhkBqnuXevS2IkmvOmK_xKJ7FbJpXv5yU
https://omnglobal.com/am/22692/?fbclid=IwAR3I7TVeldLe9PBUJgneVTaqpXPlVc3mDh4skf9uCkszpGyj0V8HVays1to
https://omnglobal.com/or/22448/?fbclid=IwAR3YywxviCngCIyY9zioRijSW3skkB9rvoc3lcCRCMWf0jjSN-dM3-0PlhA
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